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Upper Rissington Parish Council 

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 

held on Wednesday 18 July 2018, 7:30 pm at Upper Rissington Village Hall 

Councillors present: Matt Barley, Robert Hazard, Martin Johnstone (Vice-Chairman), and Amos Peek. 

In attendance: County Councillor Nigel Moor, District Councillor Mark MacKenzie-Charrington, 

Pauline Rigby (Clerk), and 18 members of the public at the start of the meeting. 

 

The Vice-Chairman welcomed the public and acknowledged, with regret, the resignation of Marc 

Buffery as both Chairman and a councillor. 

1. Election of Chairman: There were no nominations for the position of Chairman, and councillors 

agreed to defer the decision until the next meeting when hopefully a full complement of 

councillors would be present. Councillor Johnstone was appointed temporary Chairman. 

2. Apologies: Councillors Brian Hanks and Dawn Laird were unable to attend. 

3. Declarations of Interest and Applications for Dispensation: Councillor Johnstone declared an 

interest in item 12(a), the grant application from 1st Upper Rissington Scouts. 

4. Public Session: Questions and comments were received as follows: 

• What is the position as regards client confidentially in relation to a conversation between a 

parishioner and a councillor held outside the Council chamber? 

• The larch tree over the parking spaces on Grebe Square/Harris Gardens needs attention. The 

Clerk explained that the tree was owned by the developer, not the Parish Council. 

• How is the Data Protection Act working for you as the Parish Council? 

• We are sorry to hear that Marc Buffery has resigned. Will the public be told his reasons? 

5. County Councillor’s Report: Councillor Nigel Moor reported that: 

• He regrets the resignation of the Chairman. 

• Skanska is continuing its work to convert street lighting to LEDs, and work in Upper Rissington 

should be complete by the end of August. 

• The proposal to create a National Park in the Cotswolds is moving forward. 

• He has been asked to nominate a new local authority governor for the school. 

• The Scout group has been awarded £2,000 from the ‘Growing Our Communities’ Fund. 

• The timetable for the Community Governance Review has been announced. 

• The Liaison Group is not making the progress that everybody hoped for. The community 

needs to have real confidence that the clean-up mission has taken place. Without that, how 

can the Council adopt the open spaces? [Full report available]. 

6. District Councillor’s Report: Councillor Mark MacKenzie-Charrington thanked former Chairman 

Marc Buffery for his service to the Council, and reported that: 

• In regard to contamination, LQM are the independent consultants appointed by Cotswold 

District Council, who commented months ago on the original report and the issues raised are 

being addressed. Running in parallel, the community has submitted information about sites 

that might contain contaminants that were not part of the survey, and anything not already 

tested will be dealt with. It takes 4-6 weeks for samples to be lab tested and reports to be 

produced. The final report on the state on contamination in Victory Fields is not in. While it 

may seem that little is happening, there is a lot of work going on behind the scenes, and if 

anything is proven to be harmful, remedial action will take place.  
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• Yesterday afternoon a marked-up landscaping report was received, based on the January 

2013 Landscape and Biodiversity strategy, which identifies changes from the original scheme. 

This needs to be analysed and cross referenced to the detailed drawings. The document has 

been distributed to the Parish Council, members of the Liaison Group and other active 

members of the community, and will be placed online. Please send your comments to the 

Clerk, who will compile and send through to Cotswold District Council. This is not about 

contamination which is being addressed separately; this is about play spaces, footpaths etc.  

• Councillors discussed how to raise awareness of this information, both online and via a letter 

drop to households across the Village. 

• Sheffield University – in collaboration with Albion Water and InSinkErator – is carrying out a 

survey to do with kitchen waste disposal units. About 150 homes in Victory Fields have been 

fitted with units. Upper Rissington is unique in that sewage from the new and old parts of the 

village feeds in separately, which allows them to analyse waste from Victory Fields against 

waste from the rest of the village. The research will hopefully prove that these gadgets are 

beneficial. Only 6% of homes in the UK have sink disposal units as opposed to 50% in the US. 

• Feedback from Cotswold District Council is that they are not keen on the AONB becoming a 

National Park. There are concerns that it could attract more visitors which could erode the 

special qualities of the AONB and put pressure on roads and services. On the other hand, the 

Cotswold Conservation Board reportedly loves the idea. If the area becomes National Park, 

they will receive more funding and have greater planning control. 

• Cotswold District conducted a survey of residential development in region since 2011. From 

April 2011 to April 2018, there were 4086 new homes and there are planning commitments 

for 4817 more. The Local Plan 2011–31, now approved and going to Council for ratification on 

3rd August, calls for 8400 homes over that 20-year period. The District has already produced 

more homes than that; there is some concern about what happens between now and 2031. 

7. Minutes: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13 June 2018 were accepted as a 

true and accurate record by those present at the meeting, and signed by the Chairman. 

8. Clerk’s Report: The Clerk provided more detail on the proposed timeline for the Community 

Governance Review. The consultation will start imminently, and the findings considered by 

Cotswold District Council in September. Revised arrangements will be effective from the May 

2019 elections. If anything major or unexpected was to arise in respect of any of the reviews 

during the consultation period, they would have the time to undertake a further consultation (if 

required) and still be in a position to implement revised arrangements for May 2019. 

9. Staffing Committee: Councillors received the minutes of the Staffing Committee held on 21 June, 

and unanimously resolved to approve the recommendations that: 

a. Payroll calculations be checked through an internal control process. Councillor Hazard had 

previously agreed to carry out internal control checks; it was agreed he would do this as well. 

b. The Clerk’s contracted hours be increased to 16 per week and reviewed in 6 months. 

10. Neighbourhood Plan: Councillors received the notes from the meeting on 3rd July. 

11. Finance: 

a. Councillors approved the use of direct debit to pay the Information Commissioner’s Office; 

b. The Clerk explained that a cheque to HMRC had been signed between meetings as the 

deadline for receipt of the payment was 19 July. The query over the grass cutting had not 

been resolved as the contracts manager was unavailable, and those invoices were removed 

from the payments list. Councillors then resolved to approve the rest of the payments. 
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c. No income had been received, other than a small amount of interest. 

d. The bank reconciliation was reviewed and approved. 

e. The expenditure against budget year to date was reviewed and approved. 

f. The Financial Risk Management Plan was reviewed. Councillors noted the high-risk items, 

especially the need to update the bank mandate and carry out tree inspections. The Clerk 

explained that, having submitted the mandate according to the instructions from the bank, 

the bank now wanted the Council to complete a different mandate as a local authority. 

12. Grant/Donation Requests: Councillors considered and approved: 

Councillor Johnstone left the room for the consideration of the following item. 

a. £500 to 1st Upper Rissington Scouts to support camping trips for Beavers, Cubs and Scouts, 

Councillor Johnstone returned to the room. 

b. £250 to Cotswold Friends to support volunteer drivers, and 

c. £250 to Sue Ryder Leckhampton Court Hospice. 

13. Planning: 

a. Nomination of the councillor representative to the Community Liaison Group was deferred. 

b. Councillors agreed to hold a working meeting on Wednesday 15 August, 7:30pm to discuss 

the Council’s response to planning application 17/04151/FUL Variation of Condition 1 … 

public open spaces. 

c. The permission for the monopole mast near Sandy Lane, 18/01661/FUL, was noted. 

d. There were no urgent planning applications since publication of the agenda. 

14. Village Hall Trust: 

a. Councillors reviewed the design presented to them at the meeting, and approved the request 

to erect a sign in the Village Hall car park. 

b. A Trust committee member explained that the rear emergency exits open onto soft ground 

and mud is tracked in during winter. They plan to put paving slabs outside the exits on the 2m 

strip that is part of the property. Councillors then resolved to approve the request. 

c. Councillors acknowledged the problem with the expanding crack on the west wall. 

Councillors left the room to inspect the crack, which now extends from floor to ceiling and 

could let in water, so needs attention before the winter. The Clerk was asked to follow up. 

15. Children’s Play Park:  

a. The table tennis bats and balls had been destroyed, and replaced with spares originally 

provided with the table. Councillors have another set of spares, but it is the last one. 

b. Councillors reviewed the play park inspection sheets. The gate spring is not screwed on, but 

this will be fixed when the installation work takes place. Weeds are growing in the bark again, 

but given that the bark pits are about to be removed, no action will be taken. 

c. The Clerk explained that the company that had quoted to remove the springers and bark pits 

was now fully booked and could not carry out the work. Councillors approved expenditure of 

up to £2000 for the Clerk to organise the work, if required. 

d. Councillors resolved that the Clerk could sign the soil condition form. 

e. New turf will need to be watered once laid. Residents who live near the site and have long 

garden hoses could help. The Clerk was asked to investigate other options. 
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15. Tree Management: Councillors considered the report from the Clerk, which identified the need 

for a planned rather than a reactive maintenance programme, but first the Council needs to know 

which trees it is responsible for. Councillor Barley agreed to work with the Clerk to draw up a list 

of trees owned by the Parish Council. The Clerk reported that she had authorised work under 

emergency powers to remove the damaged branch overhanging the highway outside Harris 

Gardens. The tree surgeon had submitted a quotation for more work to the group of trees on 

Harris Gardens, and the Clerk was asked to submit the planning application.  

16. Correspondence: The Clerk had circulated the correspondence list before the meeting. 

Councillors requested more information about the emergency planning workshop in September. 

17. Items for Future Meetings: Financial Risk Assessment, Defibrillator, Youth Council, disciplinary 

and grievance policy, play provision, and Tree Management Plan were already noted. Councillor 

Peek asked for a review of banking arrangements to be added to the list. 

18. Date and Time of Next Meeting(s): Wednesday 8 August 2018, 7:30pm.  

 

The meeting closed at 9:35 pm. 

 

 

Signature of Chairman upon approval of the Minutes   ……………………………………………...  8 August 2018 

 

Copies to: 

County Councillor Nigel Moor 

District Councillor Mark MacKenzie-Charrington 

 

Payments authorised between meetings (FinReg 5.5): 

Payee Date of 
invoice 

Details Cheque 
Total 

Relevant 
minutes 

Authority 

HMRC 05-Jul Q1 PAYE & NICs £1,172.29 08/11/17 - 29 LGA 1972 s.112 (2) 

 

Payments list:  

Payee Date of 
invoice 

Details Cheque 
Total 

Relevant 
minutes 

Authority 

WODC 25-Jun Playground inspections 
23/04 & 24/05 

£37.80 15/06/15 - 8 LG(MP)A 1976 s.19 

GAPTC 06-Jun Chairmanship Skills 
25/06 

£50.00 09/05/18 - 15 LGA 1972 s.143 

Sports & Play 
Consulting 

01-Jul Consultancy fee stage 2 £875.00 14/03/18 - 
21(b) 

LGA 1972 s.111 

Nettl / Absolute 
Creative 

04-Jul SSL Certificate £34.80 13/06/18 - 1(c)  LGA 1972 s.142 

Pauline Rigby 25-Jul Clerk's salary July xxxxx 08/11/17 - 29 LGA 1972 s.112 (2) 

 


