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Upper Rissington Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Wednesday 11 December 2019, 7:30 pm at Upper Rissington Village Hall 

 

Present: Absent: 

Don BOWIE 

Christine HIGGS 

Vaughan TAYLOR  

Declan TORRIS (Chairman) 

Kelvin WALKER 

Samantha BROADHURST 

Russell MCCANN 

Ben PAVORD  

Amos PEEK (Vice Chairman) 

 

In attendance: Pauline Rigby (Clerk), District Councillor Andrew Maclean, and  

3 members of the public at the start of the meeting. 

 

193/19 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies had been received from Councillors Broadhurst, McCann, Pavord and Peek. County 

Councillor Nigel Moor also sent his apologies. 

194/19 Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Torris declared an interest in item 204/19, the grant application from Upper 

Rissington Social Committee because he is a member of the Social Committee. 

195/19 Applications for Dispensation 

There were no applications for dispensation. 

196/19 County Councillor’s Report: Cllr Nigel Moor had provided a written update:  

• Burford Town Council indicated that they now have enough funds to manage the weight 

restriction in Burford High Street. In tandem, GCC will introduce a weight restriction on 

the A436 at Adlestrop to deter HGVs coming through Stow to reach the Fosse. 

• He has asked for an inspector to visit and report on road surfacing around Bleriot Road / 

Farman Crescent area. For the new path along Barrington Road, the best date is by end 

March. Remaining resurfacing has been identified for delivery in the next financial year. 

• He would support the provision of lighting along Longmore and is investigating whether 

there are any s106 monies unspent that could be granted to this project. 

• As for the final road safety audit commissioned by Bovis, can he suggest comments are 

forwarded to the parish clerk for onward transmission to the county council. 

• He met with Council officers yesterday to discuss the ambition for a 30mph restriction 

along Barrington Road and 20mph within the village. They have agreed as a first step to 

carry out speed surveys throughout the village in the New Year. 

197/19 District Councillor’s Report: Councillor Andrew Maclean reported that: 

• The deadline to apply for CDC’s community grant scheme is 13 January 2020. 

• Look out for changes to waste and recycling collections over Christmas. 

• The doom and gloom about pubs is being reversed, with more pubs opening. Should the 

community accept that there is no market for pub in Upper Rissington? 
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• CDC held an informal meeting where they discussed social housing, as one or two-bed 

homes built by the council and targeted at younger people. Unfortunately, little land is 

available, although sites in Kemble and Southrop have been identified. 

• A planning application for an electric vehicle charging station on the Fosse was refused. 

198/19 Public Session 

Time was allocated for members of the public to speak. Issues raised included: 

• Vehicles driving across the closed section from AP Ellis Road to Cranwell Road. 

• Trees being felled at the entrance to Upper Rissington. 

199/19 Minutes 

In item 171/19, the apologies were from Cllr Higgs rather than McCann. 

In item 180/19, the application to remove the cherry tree outside 4 Wright Road, an 

amendment was proposed to delete the phase “and point out that the applicant does not 

have the parish council’s consent to fell the tree”. 

Subject to these amendments, it was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 

13 November 2019 be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.  

200/19 Clerk’s Report:  The Clerk’s report was received, and attention drawn to: 

• The audio recording software didn’t work during November’s meeting. 

• There were no nominations for the two vacancies on the parish Council; Cotswold District 

Council will have to re-run the process until the seats are filled. 

• Legal advice had been received on the sale of parish council land, but clarification is 

required, which means the council is not ready to consider new offers at this time. 

• The Clerk has asked the insurers to check that the premium has been calculated correctly. 

201/19 Planning & Highways 

a. Planning application decisions by Cotswold District Council had been issued as follows: 

Application Details Decision 

19/03662/TPO Sycamore (T1) – Fell | 27 Godfrey Place, Upper 

Rissington GL54 2QN   

Application 

Permit 

b. The parish council considered its response to the following consultations: 

Application Details Deadline 

19/04352/TPO T.1 - Prunus Cerasifera - 25% crown reduction and 

thin; T.3 - Sorbus Aria - fell; T.5 - Prunus Cerasifera - 

25% crown reduction and thin | 7 Vickers Road Upper 

Rissington GL54 2PA 

Thu 19 Dec 2019 

19/04354/TPO T.1 - Prunus Cerasifera - 25% crown reduction and 

thin | 9 Vickers Road Upper Rissington GL54 2PA 

Thu 19 Dec 2019 

19/04355/TPO Beech Tree - reduce by 25% | 9 Bristol Road Upper 

Rissington Gloucestershire GL54 2NY 

Thu 19 Dec 2019 

The applications were considered en bloc and it was RESOLVED to defer to the Tree 
Officer’s recommendation. The Clerk was asked to find out whether trees in a TPO area are 
automatically protected when the trunk reaches a certain size. 

https://publicaccess.cotswold.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=Q1KQTMFI03700
https://publicaccess.cotswold.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=Q1KR78FI03700
https://publicaccess.cotswold.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=Q1KSU5FI03700


 

Upper Rissington Parish Council – 11 December 2019  Page 3 of 5 
 

202/19  Developer Meetings 

Minute 182/19 from 13 November 2019 refers. 

a. Advice about developer meetings and short planning protocol had been circulated. It was 

RESOLVED to defer the item to allow more time to consider the report. 

b. The appointment of lead councillors to liaise with the developers was also deferred. 

203/19 Letter To Bovis Homes 

It was RESOLVED to write a letter to Bovis Homes to request signage for the allotment/tennis 

court parking on Godfrey Place, an allotment trough or percussion tap for the water supply 

and locking mechanism for the allotment gate. The Clerk was instructed to write the letter. 

204/19 Community Grant Applications 

Councillor Torris had declared an interest and left the room during consideration of this item. 

It was agreed that Councillor Walker preside over the meeting in his absence.  

It was RESOLVED to approve a grant application from Upper Rissington Social Committee for 

£500 towards the Christmas pantomime on 3rd January 2020. 

Councillor Torris returned to the room and resumed the chair. 

205/19 Finance 

a. No income had been received, other than bank interest. 

b. Council received the Clerk’s timesheet and APPROVED the overtime presented. 

c. Invoices for tree works had been reissued in the correct amounts and it was agreed to 

add the grant payment to Upper Rissington Social Committee to the payment list. It was 

then RESOLVED to instruct payments to be made according to the amended schedule 

(appended). 

d. The bank reconciliation was reviewed and approved. 

e. Expenditure against budget for the year to date was reviewed; all is within budget. 

206/19 Internal Audit Report 

Members RECEIVED the mid-year Internal Audit Report from Bridget C Bowen, which made 

two recommendations: that future payments are not reported as uncleared cheques in the 

bank reconciliation and the Reserves Policy is amended. The Clerk reported that the first 

recommendation had already been implemented and the Reserves Policy would be reviewed 

in January as part of the budget setting process. 

207/19 Internet Banking 

Members received a report from the Clerk about the advantages and limitations of internet 

banking and it was RESOLVED that the use of internet banking with Lloyds Bank be approved. 

208/19 Positive Covenants 

Minute 97/19 from 29 July 2019 refers. 

The parish council, as successor in title to Bradford Property Trust, is the beneficiary of 

positive covenants over property in the village. Following legal advice received, it was 

RESOLVED to authorize the execution as a deed by the Parish Council as successor in title to 

Bradford Property Trust, of deeds of covenant giving consent to the transfer of property in 

the village; and that any two Councillors may sign such deeds on behalf of the Council, and 

the Proper Officer shall witness their signatures. 
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209/19 Correspondence List 

Members RECEIVED the correspondence list and attention was drawn to: 

• An offer to buy land at 11 Smith Barry Crescent. 

• An offer to buy land at 15 Avro Road. 

• Ongoing problems with inconsiderate parking on Hawker Square. 

• A letter from the Village Hall Trust about the pole lighting system. 

• The ‘Pristine Parish’ initiative in Little Rissington. 

210/19 Extra Meeting 

Members RESOLVED to hold an extra meeting to review proposals from planning consultants 

on Wednesday, 18 December at 7:30pm in the Village Hall. 

211/19 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

Following the extra meeting on 18 December 2019, the next scheduled meeting will be held 

on Wednesday 15 January 2020, 7:30pm. 

212/19 Confidential Session 

It was RESOLVED to move into a confidential session to discuss separate business, pursuant 

to s.1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Standing Order 11(c). 

213/19 Staff Matters 

Members were asked to consider request that all correspondence of note to/from the Clerk is 

added to SharePoint. Councillor Torris proposed an amendment:  

“All initial correspondence received should be added onto the shared drive and if any 

individual councillor requests, then follow up correspondence should also be made available. 

Additionally, all correspondence sent by the Clerk which gives recommendations, instructions 

or requests for quotations should be added to the shared drive. Again, if any councillor 

requests sight of additional correspondence then this should also be added.” 

The Clerk expressed concern that it would be very time consuming to save copies of every 

email sent or received and asked if the scope could be narrowed down, but this was refused. 

It was RESOLVED to approve the amended motion and to trial the process for two months. 

214/19 Lone Working 

It was RESOLVED to defer this item due to the lateness of the hour. 

215/19 Clerk’s Annual Leave 

The Clerk had requested annual leave over the holiday period, which would mean the council 

office would close on Tuesday 24, Thursday 26 and Tuesday 31 December. It was RESOLVED 

that the Clerk’s annual leave request be approved and the office closed on those days. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9:55 pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signature of Chairman upon approval of the Minutes   ……………………………………………… 15 January 2020  
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Payments for December 2019 [Authority to spend is General Power of Competence unless indicated.] 

Payments made Date paid Details Amount 
Relevant 
minutes 

SLCC Gloucestershire Branch 21-Nov Branch meeting 5 December £           7.50    191/19 

West Oxfordshire DC 21-Nov Playground inspections - June to Oct £         97.26    15/06/15 - 8 

BT † 03-Dec Quarterly broadband and phone bill £       182.75    15/05/19 - 30  

HM Land Registry † 04-Dec Title Deed - 2001268584 £           3.00    n/a 

 
 

 
† Payment taken or to be taken by direct debit. 

 

Pending payments 
Date of 
invoice 

Details Amount 
Relevant 
minutes 

SLCC Enterprises Ltd 01-Nov Website accessibility training webinar £         72.00    144/19 

Community Heartbeat Trust 09-Nov Defibrillator annual inspection £         48.00    FinReg 4.5 

Town & Country Trees Ltd 14-Nov Tree survey - replanting £        720.00    163/19 

Town & Country Trees Ltd 14-Nov Tree survey recommendations £     4,800.00    116/19 

West Oxfordshire DC 19-Nov Grounds maintenance - September £        524.93    07/02/18 - 14 

West Oxfordshire DC 19-Nov Grounds maintenance - October £        524.93    07/02/18 - 14 

2ndHnd Ltd 26-Nov Office chair £        129.00    166/19 

Town & Country Trees Ltd 28-Nov Emergency work to T316 £          96.00    FinReg 4.5 

Bridget C Bowen 29-Nov Internal Audit Visit – 29 November £        250.00    82/19 

SharePoint Assist Ltd † 01-Dec IT licences, support - Dec 2019  £        114.84    60b/19 

Upper Rissington Village Hall 02-Dec 30-month payment £     4,500.00    26/08/16 - 7 

PATA (UK) Ltd 05-Dec Payroll Services Q3 £          30.00    28/04/17 - 7 

Upper Rissington Social Committee 11-Dec Grant for pantomime £        500.00    204/19 

Pauline Rigby 25-Dec Clerk's Salary December  personal 21/03/19 - 17 

NEST † 25-Dec Pension contributions December personal 13/06/18 - 13 

HMRC 05-Jan PAYE & NI contributions Q3 personal 21/03/19 - 17 


