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Upper Rissington Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Wednesday 12 February 2020, 7:30 pm at Upper Rissington Village Hall 

 

Present: Absent: 

Don BOWIE 

Declan TORRIS (Chairman) 

Christine HIGGS 

Kelvin WALKER 

Vaughan TAYLOR 

Samantha BROADHURST 

Amos PEEK (Vice Chairman) 

Russell MCCANN 

 

In attendance: Ward Councillor Andrew Maclean, Pauline Rigby (Clerk) and 3 members of the public. 

 

237/19 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies had been received from Councillors Peek and McCann. County Councillor Nigel 

Moor also sent his apologies. 

238/19 Declarations of Interest 

There were none. 

239/19 Applications for Dispensation 

There were none. 

240/19 County Councillor’s Report  

Councillor Nigel Moor was not in attendance and sent a written report. 

241/19 District Councillor’s Report: Councillor Andrew Maclean reported that: 

• There is a drop-in session where the public can view and ask questions about the 

Gloucestershire Local Transport Plan, in Moreton Area Centre on Thursday 5 March. 

• The Community Activities Support Grant application from Upper Rissington Social 

Committee for the Easter egg hunt has been refused. 

• Planning for the new RAF accommodation block is going to be approved. 

242/19 Public Session 

Members of the public spoke on a range of matters: 

• The tree planting and the new paths around the development are appreciated.  

• Residents requested that consideration is given to upgrading the hoggin path near the 

new playground by the Officers’ Mess to tarmac. Stones are being tracked into the 

playground and the roundabout stops working when stones drop into it. 

• Residents asked the council to consider installing a footpath to the old play park as the 

route has become muddy. 
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243/19 Minutes of the Last Meeting 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the parish council meeting held on 15 January 2020 be 

approved as a correct record and they were duly signed by the Chairman. 

244/19 Clerk’s Report 

The Clerk reported the following outstanding actions: 

• There had been an issue with the perimeter hedge cutting. Due to a re-evaluation of risk 

assessments within the firm, the contractor is unable to cut the hedge at its current 

height and had started to reduce the height to 6.5 feet. The Clerk had halted the work to 

give members an opportunity to consider the positionl 

• . Members agreed that the contractors should continue with the height reduction and 

finish the hedge cutting. 

• A cheque written in December to 2ND HND Ltd. had still not arrived. Payment will be 

reissued by internet banking, after it has been confirmed that the cheque is cancelled. 

245/19 Casual Vacancies 

It was noted that no election has been called for the recent vacancy, so the parish council will 

co-opt to fill this seat. The earlier two vacancies must be filled by election, and the poll will be 

held at the same time as the Police and Crime Commissioner elections on 7 May 2020. 

246/19 Audio Recording of Council Meetings 

After initial technical issues, audio recording of meetings was now working well. It was 

RESOLVED that audio recordings of meetings will continue. 

247/19 Planning & Highways 

There were no planning decisions to report or application consultations to consider. 

248/19 Order of Business 

RESOLVED to move the discussion of report from Proctors’ to the confidential session. 

249/19 Parish Noticeboards 

Councillor Bowie provided an update on the status of noticeboards around the village. The 

notice board at Dragon Vets is a good size and construction but has no keys. Councillor Bowie 

offered to renovate the board, by buying new locks and replacing the acrylic sheet. Once 

done, Dragon Vets will reinstall it. The noticeboard at Jubilee Gardens is smaller and has just 

one key but more could be purchased. The total cost will be under £100 ex VAT. It was then: 

RESOLVED that Councillor Bowie is authorized to renovate the two noticeboards at a cost of 

up to £100 ex VAT. 

250/19 Annual Playground Inspection 

RESOLVED that the Play Inspection Company be appointed to carry out the annual 

playground inspection at a cost of £105 ex VAT. 

251/19 Finance: 

a. Income received: £1880.33 from the VAT 126 claim.  

b. RESOLVED that the Clerk’s overtime for January is approved.  
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c. RESOLVED that payments are made according to the schedule appended. It was agreed 

that payments will be made by internet banking and authorized online by Councillors 

Bowie and Torris.  A member offered to forward details of an ink cartridge supplier. 

d. The bank reconciliation was approved and signed by the Chairman. 

e. Council reviewed expenditure against budget to date; all expenditure is within budget. 

f. Council received the internal control check list carried out by Councillor Bowie. 

252/19 Website Accessibility Statement 

The Clerk had carried out a basic accessibility check of the council’s website based on 

government guidance and prepared an accessibility statement. It was then: 

RESOLVED that the Accessibility Statement for Upper Rissington Parish Council is adopted and 

published, in accordance with the Public Sector Bodies (Website and Mobile applications) 

Accessibility Regulations 2018.  

Members suggested adding website analytics to find out which webpages were most viewed. 

253/19 Correspondence 

Council received a list of correspondence. The following items were highlighted: 

• Gloucestershire County Council is consulting on its Local Transport Plan Review. 

• A request has been received to erect signs indicating that 24 hour access is required to 

the Avro Road substation. It was agreed that it was not in the parish council’s remit as the 

access was not on council land. 

• Local groups, the Rissingtons History Society and Cotswold School PTA, had asked if they 

could list their events on the parish council website. It was agreed to publish the events. 

• Cotswold District Council is undertaking a trial of planning site notice holders. 

• Cotswold District Council will be holding planning training sessions on 16 and 17 March. 

254/19 Date of Next Meeting 

RESOLVED that the next scheduled meeting will take place on Wednesday 11 March, 7:30pm.  

255/19 Confidential Session 

RESOLVED to move into a confidential session to discuss separate business, pursuant to s.1(2) 

of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 as disclosure of sensitive commercial 

or personal interests of the council and the company or person is not in the public interest. 

256/19 Village Hall Trust 

Councillor Torris and the Clerk had met with Barbara Pond from GRCC to discuss the Village 

Hall lease and consider issues arising from the Trust’s claim for the car park lighting. It was: 

RESOLVED to take legal advice on the parish council’s obligations under the lease from 

Wellers Hedley at a cost of £400 ex VAT. Members were requested to send any questions 

they might have about the lease to the Clerk by Friday 21 February. 

257/19 Village Hall Keys 

The Trust had requested that the council pursue the return of the Village Hall master keys, 

and it was RESOLVED that the Chairman is authorised to write to the individual concerned. 
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258/19 Sale of Land at Smith Barry Crescent 

Minute 184/19 of 13 November 2019 refers. 

Council had received legal advice that the sale of land at 9 Smith Barry Crescent should not 

proceed under the current circumstances, unless a valuation was obtained showing that the 

agreed price was the true value rather than an undervalue. Further, as the cost of a valuation 

would be greater than the ‘discount’ in the price, a more straightforward approach would be 

to sell the land at the same price as a previous comparable sale i.e. £500 plus costs. As the 

other offers to buy land on Smith Barry Crescent are also lower than the previous sale price, 

Council is unable to accept. Alternative solutions have been explored. Council discussed the 

options presented and confirmed the sale prices that it would be able to accept. It was then: 

RESOLVED to instruct the Clerk to respond to the offers accordingly. 

259/19 Sale of Land at 15 Avro Road 

Following legal advice that a Red Book valuation is required for land at 15 Avro Road, it was: 

RESOLVED that the price offered for land at 15 Avro Road is rejected. 

260/19 Clerk’s Annual Leave 

RESOLVED that the Clerk’s annual leave request for February and March is approved. 

261/19 Staff Matters 

Item 213/19 of 11 December 2019 refers. 

The Clerk explained that the new system of saving emails added considerably to the workload 

and led to duplication. Council agreed that the correspondence list could be reduced to items 

that required action or noting by the council, but that all other correspondence sent or 

received by the Clerk should continue to be uploaded to SharePoint, except for spam and 

specific email lists that Councillor Torris had agreed could be excluded. 

262/19 Professional Advice 

Item 222/19 of 18 December 2019 refers. 

Council reviewed and discussed the report from Proctor Chartered Surveyors at length. It was 

noted that the issues raised by the council had not been examined in the report, and that the 

report had restrictions on its use. It was then: 

RESOLVED to instruct the Clerk to write to Proctors Chartered Surveyors requesting that they 

revise the report and release the restrictions. 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9:35 pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signature of Chairman upon approval of the Minutes   …………………………………………… 11 March 2020 
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Payments for February 2020 [Authority to spend is General Power of Competence unless indicated.] 

Payments made Date Details Amount Minutes 

Tetbury Town Council 23-Jan Training course - Difficult customers    £45.00  234/19 

HM Land Registry † 28-Jan Title deeds   £6.00  FR 4.1 

Sharepoint Assist T/A ReformIT † 01-Feb 19651 - O365 & IT support - Feb 2020  £114.84  60b/19 

 

Pending payments Invoice date Details Amount Minutes 

Pauline Rigby 23-Jan Expenses - 24 x 2nd class stamps   £14.64  FR 4.1 

Cartridge Save 23-Jan Epson ink cartridges pack  £100.79  FR 4.1 

Amazon EU sarl 30-Jan Stationery  £25.79  FR 4.1 

GAPTC 04-Feb Training Course - dispute resolution  £55.00  234/19 

Pauline Rigby 05-Feb Mileage to training courses x 2  £43.20  191/19 

Pauline Rigby 25- Feb Clerk's Salary February  personal 21/03/19 - 17 

NEST † 25- Feb Pension contributions February personal 13/06/18 - 13 

† Payment taken by direct debit 

 


