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Minutes of the Parish Council’s virtual Meeting held on 

Monday 30th November, 7:00 pm by Zoom 

 

Present: Absent: 

Don BOWIE         

Declan TORRIS (Chairman) 

Kelvin WALKER 

Vaughan TAYLOR 

Sandi Garrett 

Nick Maxey 

Andy Cairns 

 

In attendance: County Cllr Nigel Moor; District Cllr Andrew Maclean; Debbie Braiden (Clerk) and 1 

member of the public. 

The meeting got underway at 19:03. 

91/20 No apologies were received.   

92/20 Cllr Bowie declared an interest specifically if conversations turned to the employment of 

contractors. 

93/20  No applications for dispensation were received in writing to the clerk.  However, the 

Chairman raised that previously, All Councillors received dispensation in respect to the 

planning subject as it affected all residents. 

94/20   PLANNING: Consider the following planning applications and agree our response:  

 
     1. 20/03883/FUL  -  Full discussions were held on various aspects in connection to the 
planning application submitted by Vistry Homes to finalise the amount of Public Open Space 
(POS) they were making available from the development and agreed in the Section 106 
outlined in original planning permissions from 2011 & 2018.   
 
It was noted that the application was stating there to be a shortfall of 0.44 hectare of POS in 
respect to the original planning agreements, with the consultant stating ongoing discussions 
having been held with the Parish Council.  All Councillors deny this to be the case as no 
discussions have been had.   
 
Councillors have studied and deliberated the different areas which had been outlined to be 
POS and concerns were raised that it appears errors had been made in the calculations for 
and identification of some of the POS land on this recent application.  Examples of and not 
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limited to with others to be listed; Smith Barry Crescent, land known as Ansells Copse was 
included in the POS calculation but had been subsequently sold to Albion Water in 2014.  
Folland Park, land already owned by the PC since 1997 had also been included in the POS 
calculations.   
 
The Councillors confirmed that they thought CDC planning had not enforced any of the 
stages during the development, allowing Vistry Homes to regulate and control the stages of 
development throughout, without compliance to their original application. 
 
Cllr Moor stated that CDC will take the opinion that any errors must be appropriate or 
relevant.  If errors are small, CDC will acknowledge but state insignificant.  He also 
recommended for it to go to Planning committee which will give the PC time to accumulate 
its counter argument for the reduction of POS area; however Cllr Maclean, confirmed that 
the authority for referring to committee has recently been removed from the ward member 
and he was now unable to recommend this action.  Cllr Moor commented that in his 
opinion, CDC are aware that if the application were to be refused permission, Vistry Homes 
would probably get it through on appeal due to the same reason Cllr Torris mentioned, that 
overall, Vistry Homes have delivered more than the requirement of POS land set out and 
required under planning law for development.  
 
Cllr Maclean stressed he will continue to give the PC his full support. 
 
The PC agreed that there were other areas of land that could be included into the POS to 
make up the shortfall & issues such as lighting for Longmore Walk.  These were the track 
behind De Haviland Road and land behind Smith Barry Crescent with others to be listed. 
 
All agreed the main objective is for conclusion and to have all amenities available to the 
residents as quickly as possible. 
 
Following on from all the discussions Cllr Torris proposed with Cllr Maxey seconding with all 
others in agreement, that the following steps be taken: 
 

1. Clerk will contact the case officer, Martin Perks, to request a time extension for the PC to be 
able to make their comments after the next meeting on 14th December.  This will give the PC 
extra time to accumulate information from the original application for comparison to the 
2020 version. 

2. Clerk to contact Vistry Homes concerning additional pieces of land identified by the PC, to 
see if we can reach an agreement with them, to transfer this additional land to the PC. 

3. Clerk to contact Albion Water to enquire if they would consider handing over/selling back 

the land known as ‘Ansells Copse and the land behind Smith Barry Crescent. If Albion water 

are reluctant to sell the land, the clerk to request the land behind Smith Barry Crescent to be 

used as POS forever, with a legal agreement between both parties, Albion water & the PC to 

this effect. 
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It was unanimously resolved for the following points: 
 
1. The PC to itemise 2 – 3 areas where there are discrepancies. 
2. Due to the shortfall of land for POS, request the transfer of the additional land identified 
by the chairman on the attached plan. 
3. If this additional land is transferred over to the PC, then we agree with the application. 
 
It is noted that the meeting was interrupted by hackers and the meeting temporarily closed with Cllr Moor not 
returning.  Cllr Maclean left the meeting at 20:53 

 
All agreed the main objective was to get all the facilities in the village completed as fast as 
possible; completed to the highest standards; transferred to the PC for the village to use 
with all facilities open to the public in the shortest time frame. 
 
AOB 
The Chairman thanked all the new councillors for attending the meeting with a special thank 
you to Nick, for facilitating the Christmas tree delivery which will be officially approved at 
the next meeting on 14th December. 
  
With no further business to discuss, the Chairman closed the meeting at 21:02 
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