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Minutes of the Parish Council’s virtual Meeting held on 

Monday 11th January 21, 7:00 pm by Zoom 
 
 

 

 
In attendance: County Cllr Nigel Moor; District Cllr Andrew Maclean, Debbie Braiden (Clerk) 
and no members of the public attending 

The meeting got underway at 19:03. 

113/20 Apologies were received from Cllr Walker. 

114/20 Cllrs Torris declared an interest in matters for 128/20 as his solicitor has quoted for 
works. 

115/20 No applications for dispensation were received in writing to the clerk. 

116/20 A report was received from County Councillor Nigel Moor and a copy of which is 
posted on the PC’s website. County Councillor New Year Report 2021 – Upper 
Rissington Parish Council (upperrissington-pc.gov.uk) 

Main contents are: - The County Council will be carbon free by 2021. Cllr Moor 
confirmed that the County are working for the whole of the Gloucestershire to be 
carbon zero by 2045.  The Highways inspector’s vans are now all electric. 

Budget setting – the budget has been set at £480 million. The County are raising 
council tax by 4.75% to cover the increase in Social Adult and Child care in which 
cases have risen during Covid. 

North Cotswold Line Task Force – There will be increased runs between Worcester 
and London stations which means increased availability from Moreton and Kingham. 
Cllr Torris enquired that this was extra services and not replacing existing? Cllr Moor 
confirmed it was extra service on the line. 

Present: Absent: 

Andy Cairns 

Declan TORRIS (Chairman) 

Vaughan TAYLOR 

Nick Maxey (Vice-Chairman) 

Sandi Garrett 

Melanie Sylvester 

Kelvin WALKER 
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Ash Die Back – Local extent of felling has been along the Fosseway with 5000 trees 
scheduled across the County. The County are encouraging local councils and 
landowners to assist with their planned replanting schedule for 39 million trees 
across the County. If you have land where trees could be planted, please contact 
Nigel. Cllr Torris has already identified areas he believes could be planted of 
approximately 200 more trees and will take the lead role for the replanting claim. 
The PC will soon own the land behind Smith Barry Crescent which has plenty of 
scope for new planting to encourage wildlife. Cllr Moor confirmed that the County 
has an Ecologist officer who could assist with planning the replanting for this new 
land to specifically assist wildlife. 

Planning – Cllr Moor confirmed he has fully supported the Parish Council’s 
comments in respect to the Public Open Spaces application. 

117/20 District Councillor - A report was received from the District Councillor Andrew 
Maclean and a copy of which is posted on the PC’s website. District Councillor Report 
for January 2021 – Upper Rissington Parish Council (upperrissington-pc.gov.uk) 

Discretionary grants are still available and being distributed for Covid. Any business 
that has not yet claimed is encouraged to do so and the grant can be back dated to 
cover the previous periods of lockdown. 

The Council are seeking new points to install electric charging points around the 
district. Any non-municipal land can be used to set these up if found to be suitably 
appropriate for the public to use; they are appealing for property and land owners to 
make enquiries. 

118/20 Public Session: No public present. 

119/20 Planning 

1) 20/04454/FUL Whitebeams, Avro Road – Proposed new conservatory. No 
objections. 

2) 20/02697/FUL 10 New Dwellings on the old Nursery site – To reconfirm our first 
comments, that the site line on approaching the roundabout from Wellington Road 
will still be affected visually. The Parish Council welcome the other changes. 

120/20 Tree Policy - The members unanimously agreed payment for tree works could not 
be paid by the public as it would set a precedent; therefore, no amendments were 
required to the policy. Cllr Torris proposed with all others agreeing to review the 
policy again in January 2023. 
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121/20 Correspondence List: 

1. Tree behind 8 to 10 Bristol Road – Members agreed unanimously not to give 
permission for works to be carried out on these trees or for the public to pay for any 
works. 

2. 5 Wright Road - Purchase of land from the PC – Members agreed unanimously, 
the correspondent or neighbour should make an offer to the Parish Council. 

122/20 The minutes were approved for 14th December 20 with Cllr Torris proposing and all 
others agreeing unanimously. The chairman will sign at next opportunity. 

123/20 Stage 2 (RFQ, request for quotation) It was unanimously agreed to follow Cllr 
Maxey’s suggestion and he will produce a spreadsheet to list all the outstanding 
items and concerns. All members are asked to send their thoughts to Nick so that he 
can add to the spread sheet. This list will then be used to format the second stage 
RFQ. 

124/20 Village Hall 

1. Roof leak – Cllr Torris confirmed this has been ongoing for 6-7 months. It is found 
that the membrane has been incorrectly fitted as there should be a 1:40 fall towards 
the gullies. The membrane has been installed flat with no firrings which is creating 
water to fall away from the gullies and instead pooling in the middle. There are also 
20 to 30 corners of the ply delaminating, pushing up and not fixed to the joists. In 
time the flat roof will undoubtedly fail. Cllr Torris will contact the manufacturer of 
the membrane to enquire as to how the membrane should be fitted and ask for their 
comments. If the manufacturer does not confirm – it is covered by a 40 year 
guarantee. Cllr Taylor asked Kier if they followed the architect’s plans and did the 
architect confirm the membrane can be installed flat. Cllr Maxey asked for 
clarification what happens next if Kier do not comply. Cllr Taylor confirmed that the 
PC will follow up through contact with the build warranty to report defective 
workmanship. Cllr Torris reiterated that the PC is the landlord and the roof falls 
under structure of the building and therefore is the Council’s responsibility. 

2. Responsibilities of repairs for each party. Cllr Taylor confirmed the VHT have not 
produced a list.  He proposed the following: 

Parish Council – Structure and defects 

Village Hall Trust – Repairs and wear & tear 

3. Following various discussions the members unanimously agreed not to split their 
building and PC insurance into separate policies. Cllr Torris confirmed that the 
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current insurance company already quote the buildings cover separately from the 
remainder within the same policy for clarification. 

125/20 Cllr Maxey confirmed that he had not been able to discuss finance with the Clerk 
and requested for the item of a “Formal thank you”, to be moved to February’s agenda. 

126/20 A training budget for £400 was proposed by the Chairman, and unanimously 
approved for the new councillors. Clerk to source. 

127/20 It was unanimously agreed to go forward with the Play Park Annual Inspection 
contract for £120.00. 

128/20 1. Cllrs Torris and Cllr Maclean met on site with David Knaggs from Albion Water in 
connection with the field behind Smith Barry Crescent. David agreed to the transfer of the 
land under certain conditions. These conditions were that the PC continue to maintain and 
encourage wildlife on the land. Albion Water will continue to receive access to pipework 
and manholes. 

They also discussed the transfer of Ansell’s Copse. Albion Water are also willing to transfer 
this area to the PC if the PC agree to certain works to be carried out. Currently security 
fencing needs replacing, along with 6 manhole covers to be replaced with heavy duty 
covers. If these works are carried out, they will sign over Ansell’s Copse to the PC with the 
same access conditions of Smith Barry Crescent’s field. 

Following on from his meeting with Albion Water, Cllr Torris has since spoken with Kevin 
Carter about the fence being fitted around the pond area. Kevin has agreed to erect the 
fence between Ansell’s Copse and the sewage works and will also upgrade the manhole 
covers instead of continuing the fencing at the bottom of the spillway. Cllr Torris confirmed 
there is a lot of work to be done in the woodland areas with lots of fallen trees and clearing 
to be done. Paths will need to be laid and a bridge over the water. However, he believes it 
will be a fantastic addition to the village’s open space. Cllr Taylor noted that during the 
summer months fire notices should also be put up for fear of fires. Cllr Maclean mentioned 
that he believed that this is an ancient woodland. 

2. Cllr Torris left the meeting. Cllr Maxey conducted and led the decision for engagement of 
a solicitor. It was unanimously agreed if no other quotes were received by the end of play 
on the 12th January, that Neith, Raisbec, Golding would be engaged at their quote of £390 
plus VAT with £100 for disbursements on Wednesday 13th. If a quote came in lower, the 
clerk would contact the councillors. If no lower quotes were received, the clerk would 
engage the solicitor to start the land transfers on Wednesday 13th January 21. 

*Note/Councillors Moor and Maclean left the meeting at 20:24 hrs. 
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129/20 Finance 

1. Cllrs received and agreed interest payments on all bank accounts amounting to 
£0.28p to the end of November 20 and £150 for a deed of covenant for Hawker 
Square, resolved. The clerk confirmed that she had put in a VAT claim for £2498.17. 

2. Cllrs received and agreed the balance of all accounts with an overall net balance of 
£256,657.17 to the end of November, resolved. 

3. Bank signatories - It was confirmed that Cllr Maxey, Cllr Cairns and the clerk had 
been registered for the Lloyds bank account. All three were required to log on to 
obtain internet access to Lloyds bank to be able to make payments on behalf of the 
PC. 

4. Cllr Torris proposed to agree the Clerk’s timesheet for December 20 which 
included 20.35 hrs over time which will be paid with January’s basic pay on 24th 
January 21. All members agreed. Resolved. 

5. Cllr Torris proposed the members accept the budget presented by the clerk and 
including amendments made by the councillors prior to the meeting. Cllr Maxey 
requested that the defibrillator budget be increased from £50 to £500 as he had 
recently ordered new batteries for it. All members were Resolved to accept the 
budget. Cllr Maxey requested for the defibrillator to be added to February’s agenda. 

Precept – Following on from determining the budget it was agreed to keep the 
precept at the same level as last year and to be set at £88,175. Resolved. 

6. Various discussions were held with the members agreeing unanimously not to 
amend the grant policy. Resolved. 

7. Following on from number 6 above, the policy does not allow for personal gain 
therefore the members unanimously approved a grant for the materials only, for 
£140. Resolved. 

8. All members unanimously agreed to approve membership to GRCC to continue. 

9. Cllr Torris proposed the scheduled payments to be made with all members 
approving unanimously. 
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Payments 
made/DDs 

Date 
Paid/ 
paid by 

DD 

 

Details 

 

Amount 

 

Minutes 

Zoom † 26th 26/01/21 to 25/02/21 £14.39 3 
REFORMIT 
† 

 
IT support package £125.88 60b/19 

Lloyds 
bank † Nov 20 Charges NOV to DEC 20 £13.00 

 

 
PATA 

 
9/12/20 

Oct to Dec payroll service invoice 
20/0371/PPS (Paid by cheque no 
100916 16/12/20) 

 
£23.25 28/04/1 

7/7 

Land 
Registry † 

 
15/12/20 

Ref 2002508219 & 2002530859 
details obtained for POS planning 
app 

£30.00 
£6.00 

 

D Braiden NA Basic Salary Only for December Personal 87/20/a 
† Paid by direct debit 

 
Pending 
payments 

Invoice 
Date Details Amount Minutes 

 
D Braiden 

 
NA 

Basic Salary for January and 
December over time hours & holiday 
pay 

 
Personal 

 
87/20/a 

NEST NA D Braiden for December Personal 87/20/a 

HMRC NA 3rd quarter £652.48 – (minus £130.61 
already paid chq 100903 in Oct) £521.87 87/20/a 

D Braiden Receipt Purchase of 2nd class stamps £7.80 87/20/a 
 

130/20 The Chairman called for an extraordinary meeting to be held on 25th January 21 to 
discuss the tree replanting from the County. 

With no further business to discuss, the Chairman closed the meeting at 20:50hrs. 


