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Minutes of the Parish Council’s virtual Meeting held on 

Monday 25th January 21, 7:00 pm through Microsoft Teams 
 
 

 

 
In attendance: County Cllr Nigel Moor; District Cllr Andrew Maclean, Debbie Braiden (Clerk) 
and 3 members of the public attending 

 
 
 

The meeting got underway at 19:05. 

131/21 No apologies were received. 

132/21 No interests were declared. 

133/21 No applications for dispensation were received in writing to the clerk. 

134/21 County Replanting Tree Scheme – 

Background information: The Chairman confirmed two weeks ago, he did a 
walkabout around the village, accompanied by Cllr Garrett and Cllr Cairns to 
investigate areas where new trees could be planted from which their suggestions are 
as follows: 

Both sides of the smaller path in the football field. 

A new line of lime trees along the tarmac path in the football field. 

A line in Folland Park on the opposite side of the park to where the trees are 
currently situated, to provide balance. It is intended for the trees to be sited 
approx.10 metres away from the fence so not to cause issues with neighbouring 
homes. 

Present: Absent: 

Andy Cairns 

Declan TORRIS (Chairman) 

Vaughan TAYLOR – joining at 19:25 hrs 

Nick Maxey (Vice-Chairman) 

Sandi Garrett 

Melanie Sylvester 

Kelvin Walker 



Upper	Rissington	Parish	Council	
Village Hall, Wellington Road, Upper Rissington, Gloucestershire, GL54 2QW 

Telephone: 01451 810839, E-mail: clerk@upperrissington-pc.gov.uk 

2 

Signed & agreed by Chairman Date    

 

 

 

A line along the edge of Dodd Drive as there are no trees only bush and briars. This 
will allow a break in the view, should the next door field be developed in the future. 

Field rear of Smith Barry Crescent field – currently a wildlife field therefore it was 
noted the PC did not want to disturb the wildlife. The Chairman confirmed he 
sought advice from two experts. He met John Field on Friday, ecologist for 
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust (GWT) and he met Trevor Bigg on Saturday. John Field 
and the Chairman walked around the wildlife site and he strongly confirmed that no 
trees should be planted in that area. He confirmed it to be calcareous grassland 
which is a key and highly protected habitat in the UK. John gave the Chairman a 
copy of the report for all the species that were present in the area back in 2015. It 
contains a large variety of different species of fauna and flora. 

Ansell’s Copse – John and the Chairman also walked down to this area. John was 
pleased to say it would be ideal to plant 150 to 200 new trees in there as the existing 
were either fully matured or reaching the end of their lives. 

Cllr Cairns suggested the allotment field is developed as a wild flower meadow to 
provide some diversity in the village open spaces. 

Application for the trees - The Chairman made enquiries to the County for making 
the application by 29th January and whether the trees would be delivered in the 
autumn for planting in the autumn or would the delivery be next year? It was 
confirmed by the County that if the PC submitted their order by the 29th of January 
the trees should be delivered within weeks and should be planted straight away as it 
would be the planting season. However, the Chairman confirmed that planting could 
not take place in Ansell’s Copse, as there was much clearing to be done before 
planting could take place. He was then advised that the order could be split into 2 
lots with some of the trees being delivered so they could be planted straight away, 
with remaining trees having a delayed delivery date in the autumn or towards the 
end of the year, which ever would better suit. The PC must enter name of the 
species and the amounts of each tree they require on the application form. 

Cllr Moor confirmed that he had a meeting that morning to discuss this project. He 
confirmed he wanted to expedite the whole scheme including deliveries and not to 
have only one planting season for February and March time. It was agreed the 
scheme would cover two planting seasons one in the spring and one in the autumn. 

The Chairman also confirmed that Highways will only be planting trees on land that 
they own. Highways will deliver trees to other land owners with the view they take 
the responsibility for the planting and maintenance. 
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Cllr Walker enquired as to whether an ecological survey should be undertaken prior 
to the trees being planted. 

The Chairman confirmed through his discussions with John Field, that the GWT 
would like to do a survey report for Ansell’s Copse, but that should not preclude the 
tree planting taking place. 

Cllr Maxey confirmed that he was unable to do the application due to his main work 
commitments. He confirmed his willingness to participate in future requirements for 
the project after the application stage. 

With no other volunteers coming forward Cllr Walker proposed that the three most 
experienced councillors who have been involved up to now, should lead the project 
as a team. The Chairman confirmed, as there were no volunteers to complete the 
application, he proposed that he would continue with the project up to making the 
application for which all members unanimously approved. The Chairman asked 
members for their thoughts on what trees should be ordered. Cllr Cairns was happy 
to reconfirm the numbers from their site visit. Cllr Garrett suggested that the three 
councillors already involved, should share the ordering responsibility. Cllr Maclean 
stated he was happy to give suggestions for different trees. Resolved. 

135/21 The role has been advertised for two weeks with a closing date of 12.00 pm, 
Friday 29th January, for a full time clerk (37 hours). The hours for the role have been 
changed from 18 hours per week to 37 hours due to the existing and future 
anticipated workloads created by the Open Public Space adoptions. It was agreed to 
arrange interviews as soon as possible. Four members volunteered for the 
interviews, The Chairman, Cllrs Carins, Cllr Maxey and Cllr Taylor. Cllr Maxey agreed 
to carry out the recommended salary scale assessment ready for next week. DT 
proposed with all others being unanimous for approval. Resolved. 

136/21 To discuss and agree options for defibrillator maintenance and training 
requirements. It was agreed that the wording of the agenda did not allow the 
councillors to make a financial agreement. Cllr Maxey relayed his findings. He 
confirmed that currently the PC has no support service in place. This became 
apparent as the battery was faulty and needed replacing, for which Cllr Maxey 
ordered and replace but apologised for not following correct procedures of approval 
but for the village he felt it was vital for the defibrillator to be always operational. 
The company that supplied the current defibrillator, Community Heartbeat, offered 
an annual maintenance plan for £135. This plan covers replacement (adult) 
electrodes both time expired and post-rescue, emergency kits, batteries, annual 
compliance check on defibrillator and cabinet plus a loan defibrillator should ours be 
out of action for three days, courier fees for delivery, rescue data downloading and 
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software upgrades, seek and find service and post rescue counselling. The only item 
not included is PAT electrical checks. He confirmed that the service plan was a four 
year contract and if we bought another from the same company the plan would 
cover two defibrillators, but not to the full extent of items of having just one under 
the cover. 

Cllr Maxey confirmed that the pads would need replacing by the end of February 21 
and if we wanted to include these in the service plan, the plan had to be in place the 
month before. 

There were various discussions held in respect to the position of the current 
defibrillator and to whether the village required another. The current defibrillator is 
located at the centre of the community. If the village had two, the current one 
would need to be relocated to ensure they were spaced evenly amongst the village. 

Cllr Maxey took advice from the Southwest Ambulance service which gave a radii of 
200 metres. 

The Chairman informed Cllr Maxey to enquire with Dragon Vets to see if they would 
be happy for a defibrillator to be on their wall. Cllr Maxey would like members to 
read the ‘Volunteer telephone emergency service` for the next meeting. 

It was agreed for Cllr Maxey to obtain further quotes and information to compare 
and add to next agenda. Unresolved 

137/21 Planning 

20/04616/TPO Cockspur Hawthorn (?) No's 1,2 and 3 on the sketch - fell Norwegian 
Maple (No 4 on the sketch) - fell this tree - 5 Harris Gardens Upper Rissington 
Cheltenham Gloucestershire GL54 2Q – The Chairman confirmed that although in 
general the Parish Council are not in favour of felling, the Hawthorns were at the end 
of life and the Norwegian Maple was the wrong species to be in the location due to 
the size it can grow to. The Chairman proposed; Cllr Maxey seconded to support the 
application with the provision they are replaced with new species. Resolved. 

 

 
20/04380/FUL - Subdivide property into two separate dwellings - 23 Hawker Square 
Upper Rissington CHELTENHAM Gloucestershire GL54 2NT – As the new layout 
would not assist with allaying parking problems, and with the area having historical 
parking issues members decided not to support the application based on the 
insufficient parking issue. All members were unanimous in objecting. Resolved 
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20/04548/FUL – To be added to the agenda for the 8th of February for further 
discussions. 

138/21 Finance 

Cllr Torris proposed the scheduled payments to be made with all members 
approving unanimously. 

Payments for JANUARY 2021 [Authority to spend is General Power of 
Competence unless indicated.]  
Pending 
payments 

Invoice 
Date Details Amount Minutes 

West Oxford 
DC 03/12/20 Grass cuts 08/10/20 Invoice 33389803 £538.06 07/02/18 - 

14 

West Oxford 
DC 03/12/20 

Playground Inspections x 3, 23/9 20/10 & 
17/11 Invoice 33389527 £59.83 

 

15/6/15-8 

West Oxford 
DC 03/12/20 Grass cuts 10/11/20 Invoice 33389821 £495.47 07/02/18 - 

14 

 

139/20 It was agreed to hold the next Parish Council meeting on 8th of February 
2021 by all unanimously. 

With no further business to discuss, the Chairman closed the meeting at 20:28hrs. 


