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Upper Rissington’s Newsletter 

It hardly seems possible that another summer holiday 

is over and it’s time for all the autumn activities again! 
As usual, there has been plenty going on in the village, 

as the reports from all the different organisations 

show. Don’t forget, if you’re involved with something in 
the village that isn’t currently featured in ‘The 
Breeze’, we’d love to hear from you so we can include 
you in future editions! 

This quarter, as well as her regular notes on gardening, 

Polly includes a timely wildlife story, coinciding nicely 

with a prickly visitor to my own garden down in 

Bourton. If you want to know more about hedgehogs 

and what you can do to help them, check out the 

British Hedgehog Preservation Society (yes, there 

really is one!) at www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk. 

Many thanks as always to our regular contributors and 

advertisers, without whom ‘The Breeze’ wouldn’t be 
able to continue. As editor, it’s my privilege to put 
everything together, but if anyone else would like to 

develop their editorial and desktop publishing skills, do 

get in touch at URNEWS@btinternet.com, we’d love to 
hear from you! 

Best wishes 

  Sue Handy 
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Social Committee Update 

Annual Village Fete 

Another great fete, with the event strengthening year-on-year as the village grows and more 

community organisations become ever more deeply involved. While the scale and variety of the fete 

has massively grown since the first fete for the Queen’s Jubilee in 2012, the ethos and values have 
remained constant. We still balance the need to raise funds with making sure we price to allow all 

budgets to have a good time.  

This year we have a fourth marquee added to our growing stock, allowing us to run ever-more 

professional events. This gives us more shade for any future hot summers and better shelter for the 

colder evenings such as bonfire night. We’ve also added a trolley to ease the backbreaking work of 
moving the growing list of stock around when we have our events, so it all balances out quite nicely. 

The main point of a fete for us is bringing the 

community together for a fun time and helping to 

build relationships as we get together with 

neighbours and friends to share an afternoon. By 

this standard, we have to believe the fete this year 

was an outstanding success. As entry to the fete is 

free we don’t keep a count of the numbers in 
attendance. We do get feedback from stallholders 

and take our own visual check on numbers and it 

was clear that, in terms of numbers attending, the 

fete was our best yet. 

The finances are important as we use any excess funds to buy more equipment for future events, 

help fund events which are by design a cost to the committee (such as the Easter Egg Hunt and the 

Post-Christmas Event), and set reserves in the event of a major event failure where we’ve had to 
make advance payments. If we ignore the purchase of the new marquee for the event, we made 

over £2,200 for future events. With the 

marquee this reduced to £1,300. However, 

the money that goes into the Social 

Committee funds is only a small part of the 

story. All of the groups participating raise 

money for their own organisations by running 

stalls and attractions. So the Scouts, Rotary, 

Hurricanes, School etc., get to use the fete as 

an opportunity to reinforce their profile in the 

village and raise funds for their own priorities. 

So I think it’s safe to say that the fete is also a 
great financial success.  
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Bonfire Night 

Saturday 9th November is the date for this year’s Fireworks 
Spectacular. This has grown so much over the years that 

we’re constantly having to review our processes to cope, 
and this year we hope to maintain and, where possible, 

improve  the event. We’ve already increased the amount of 
cooking space through the purchase of a new barbecue and 

we’ve tried out a new queuing system that seems to work 
better than previous years.  

This year we have to be flexible in our approach with regard 

to a bonfire. In previous years we’ve identified a safe space 
to light the bonfire but this year we may struggle to find a 

space that meets the requirements of both our own risk assessments and those of our insurers. If 

that ends up being the case then the lack of a bonfire will be a miss, but we will do our best to 

maintain the vibrancy of the event, which has been such a success over the past ten years. 

Committee News 

We’ve a great team of people on the Social Committee, drawn together by their desire to support 
the development of our community. We run regular events for the community and we always 

welcome new committee members or on-the-day support. If you’d like to help the committee in the 
organisation, management or support of events, please get in touch at ursc@btinternet.com. 

Thanks 

‘Thanks’ this quarter is hard because we are bound to leave out so many deserving of praise for the 
kind donations of their time, skill and energy. We had so much support from the community in 

preparing, managing and running July’s Fete that it seems almost unfair to single-out individuals. 

We have, though, to thank Phipps Feeds for regularly donating the bales that give our fete such a 

country feel; Allan Glew and the rest of the car owners for the vintage cars; Nick Allport for donating 

and managing the digger attraction; the steam enthusiasts for the amazing traction engine; the 

Pioneers for running the cafe; Budget Skips for the free skip hire ;and so many on-the-day helpers 

without whom these events could never succeed. Thank you, you’re an invaluable part of our 
community. 

 

The Nuttery Cafe is now open  
@ The Village Hub Notgrove – from 9am-3pm 
every day (except Wednesday), Saturday until 
10pm and some Thursday and Friday evenings. 

Also currently looking for staff. 

Why not pop over to Notgrove to try the menu 
and find our more? 
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Village Hall  

Update 
 

Management Update 

The Hall continues to attract classes, clubs, societies, family events and ad hoc hires. The accounts 

for the Hall are pretty healthy so far and the grants we’ve received to set the Hall up have largely 
been used to buy capital equipment and set sensible reserves in place to fund the event of a fairly 

major repair or breakdown. More importantly the funds of the Hall reflect the use it’s getting and 
that in turn is a strong indicator of the growth in groups operating in our community. We do need to 

improve usage in some consistently dead times, particularly day time use of the community room, 

so if anyone has any ideas let us know at treasurer@urvh.org.  

We’re still looking for the electrical work to start and are chasing the quotes and work commitments 
so that we can hopefully report on some fairly major changes to the interior and external lighting in 

the next edition of ‘The Breeze’. This upcoming quarter is when we’re looking to volunteers to 
decorate some of the areas of the Hall. If you’d like to be involved and are handy with a brush or 
fuelling the constant stream of tea that’s needed let us know at treasurer@urvh.org.  

Storage at the Hall is a massive problem and this quarter is when we intend to work with the 

community groups that use the Hall for storage to agree a way forward. We have some ideas we’ll 
be presenting to the groups who are affected, but we know that there is fundamentally insufficient 

storage at the Hall. It’s a job we’ve faced with a little trepidation as the groups that operate from the 
Hall serve the community with volunteer effort and need our support. The issue we now have is that 

the ad hoc storage arrangements of the old Village Hall don’t suit the more vibrant environment of 
today. We’re pretty sure that all of the organisations who use the Hall have an understanding of the 
issue and will work with us to recognise the reality of our situation and agree to storage rules that 

may not be ideal for anyone, but will be fair in the context of the limits we face. We’ll update you 
with how we work together to a fair compromise in next quarter’s ‘Breeze’. 

P3 Help for our Community 

We’ve just approved the use of the Village Hall car park by the 
charitable organisation P3. They will be in the car park every 

Wednesday from 10am until 2pm. They offer advice and support 

and are funded by charitable support. For more details please read 

the item in this edition of ‘The Breeze’. 

Last Quarter 

The leaflet rack, floor mats, baby nappy-changing unit, grit bin  and a few other small additions are 

now in place. The large display board has been delivered and will be put on the wall in the Foyer in 

the next few weeks. There has been a delay to the noticeboard as two were delivered damaged. 

The intention of this noticeboard is to be a means of displaying art, photos, and projects relevant to 

our village. To be at its best it needs to have someone actively looking for content and managing 

the length of time displays occupy the board.  

mailto:treasurer@urvh.org
mailto:treasurer@urvh.org
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Once again, Pioneers continued to meet over 

the summer months and the holiday period 

seemed to have little effect on numbers. 

Coffee, cake and conversation remain central 

to our Wednesday mornings. The cake is often homemade (some of the Pioneers have discovered 

baking skills they didn’t know they possessed!), and if you’re not a coffee-drinker, tea or hot 

chocolate are also available. We also have a book-swap table, which gives us an interesting insight 

into what everyone else has been reading! 

We’ve had a few additional events, such as a trip to Croome Park, which was much enjoyed, and 
we’re hoping to arrange a few more outings over the Autumn, including (hopefully!) a visit to 
Westonbirt Arboretum. The regular Sunday lunches at the Wychwood Golf Course also remain 

popular. You don’t have to come on a Wednesday to join these activities, just see 
our facebook page for details or contact us via email (on urpioneers@gmail.com). 

It’s always great to meet new people on a Wednesday morning, so do feel free to 
come along and check us out – whether you’re new to the village, or if you’ve been 
here for years, you’ll be made very welcome. 

Come and join us in the Community Room at the Village Hall on alternate Wednesdays 
Drop in any time between 10.30 and 12.30 for refreshments and a chat  

(next dates 25th September and 9th & 23rd October) 

We asked last month for a volunteer to manage the board and so far have no response. If you feel 

you would like to be involved and would be prepared to take on this role please let us know at 

treasurer@urvh.org. 

Every quarter we like to remind you that the Village Hall is there for you. We have a range of assets 

which could be used more often, including the badminton equipment and the table tennis tables. If 

you have any ideas for the Village Hall, or if you want to set up a group such as a table tennis or 

badminton club, please contact us. We don’t have the resources to set up and run these things, but 
we might be able to put people together to create new vibrant community groups. 

If you want to hire the Hall or get in touch, please contact us at bookings@urvh.org. If you don’t 
have email, leave us a message on 01451 821820 or drop a note in the letter box at the Village Hall. 

The Trust and The Management Team 

We are still looking to add strength to our Management Team. We would be particularly interested if 

you have book-keeping capabilities, organisational ability, or time to help with care-taking duties. 

We currently have four Trustees and six Management Team members. We need people who have a 

sense of community and can focus on making the Hall a great community asset. We like to focus our 

time in a positive and constructive way. We want to work with people who either have skills that 

support the management of the Hall or attitudes and creativity that support the appropriate 

development of the Hall for the community. Enthusiasm is as important as management experience. 

Please get in touch for an informal chat to see if working with the Management Team is for you. Call 

01451 821820 and leave a message or email secretary@urvh.org. 

Please visit URVH.org regularly to check out the Hall calendar. 

mailto:treasurer@urvh.org
http://URVH.org
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P3 Coming to Upper Rissington every week 

P3 is a charity which supports and guides people who face housing/tenancy related issues. We will 
be at Upper Rissington Village Hall every Wednesday from 10:00am until 2:00pm in order to provide 
free advice to the members of the community who may be experiencing difficulties. This support may 
include accessing the internet for claims or applications, signposting to access other organisations/
services and charities, or general advice and support. The 
ultimate goal of the service is to enable people to feel 
empowered and be confident to better manage and live 
more independently in the future. Please feel free to join us 
on the day and times mentioned above if you have any 
questions or would like support. You can also follow our 
outreach service on Twitter using the address @p3mavis; 
alternatively you could visit our website, www.p3charity.org. 
Finally, P3 would like to thank Upper Rissington Village Hall 

for their support. 

Rissingtons Local History Society 

In May, following a very short AGM, Katherine Bradley spoke about Women Travellers and 
Explorers of the 19th & early 20th Centuries, which was very interesting – many were encouraged 
to travel by their families as there was a major shortage of men in Great Britain following the Great 

War and they needed to find husbands elsewhere! 

On a sunny day in June a large group of members visited Highnam Church with its wonderful 
Victorian Frescoes painted by Thomas Gambier Parry – father of the composer Hubert Parry. We 
then visited Highnam Court for lunch in the Orangery and wandered round the extensive gardens 
with their amazing wood sculptures as well as magnificent roses – the owner hopes to make this 

garden the best in the south west!! 

Forthcoming events: 

Friday 20th Sep 2.30pm. A visit with introductory tour to the exhibition  
“Last Supper in Pompeii” at the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford.  

This exhibition celebrates the Roman love affair with food and drink – a journey from fields and 
vineyards to markets and shops, and finally from tables to toilets!  

NB Limited places and open to members only 

To reserve a place, please email Kate O’Brien – katiebee@hotmail.com 

Friday 11th October 7.30pm. Disaster Waiting - The Severn Bridge Disaster 
– an illustrated talk by Paul Barnett overviewing the bridge’s construction, daily operation and 

eventual destruction at the hands of 2 runaway tankers. He will present recently unearthed 

documentary evidence about the tragic accident of 1960. Venue Upper Rissington School 

Friday 15th November 2.30pm. Witchfynder 
– an illustrated talk by John Putley. “Grab your broomstick and hang on tight as we soar off into the 

history of witches since ancient times!” He will include how to identify a witch, how to protect yourself 
and finally some tales of Gloucestershire Witches. Venue Great Rissington Club 

 Visitors Welcome £3.50 to include refreshments.  
For enquiries, please contact Sue Brown on 01451 820233/spsb@hotmail.co.uk  

or Tony Ellam on 01451 833854/anthonyellam@btinternet.com. 

mailto:spsb@hotmail.co.uk
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ROTARY NEWS 

It’s been a busy few months for Rotary in the Rissingtons (RitR). Our focus has 
been creating Rotary Corner at the Rissington School.  

The project involved over 250 hours of labour from our group and other 

volunteers.  We’ve managed to re-use existing fencing, reposition 

raised beds and refurbish storage boxes. The craftsmanship of Men-in-

Sheds is exhibited in 8 child-sized benches made from discarded 

pallets.  There has already been a mini harvest despite the garden only 

recently being finished and we’ve enjoyed regular morale boosting 
visits from Sue Dawe, the Headteacher, over the Summer Holiday. 

In early August, North Cotswolds Rotary staged the second 

Cotswold Festival of Motoring and £6,500 was raised for The 

Cotswold School and 4 charities. RitR were instrumental in 

preparation for the day and ran the Inflatable Obstacle Course 

which was enjoyed by younger children. 

Most recently, RitR has been fundraising by running the 

Chaselton House Tea & Cake Stall. We were most grateful to all 

of you who donated cakes - all were very well received by the National Trust visitors.  This hot 

afternoon’s work raised over £600. Turnover was boosted by a fire alarm evacuating the Manor – we 

all had an alibi! 

Finally, RitR is a part of the Rotary International family – the 

biggest and most significant project is the eradication of Polio. 

World Polio Day is 24th October – for more information got to 

www.endpolio.org 

If you’re interested in helping our community, please join us on 
a 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month at the UR Village hall 

from 7:30 – 9pm – Everyone is welcome. 

* *PROBUS* * 

The Probus annual garden party was a huge success, enjoyed by members and their partners. 
September 9th brings us a fascinating talk, taking us back in time with ‘Experiences of a Japanese 
Prisoner of War.’ On the 23rd, stepping into another era, we hear of the Life and Death of George 
Armstrong Custer.    

Would you like to join us for our friendly get-together on a Monday morning twice a month at the 
Community centre in Bourton? You can call our secretary Chris on 01451 820787, or come as a 

guest of one of our members. 

Hope to see you there! You will be very welcome! 

To understand a little more about the Organisation online, visit Probus Clubs UK. 

 

http://www.endpolio.org


8 

Behind the Road Names in Upper Rissington – part 11 

Prentice Court 

The Percival Prentice was a basic trainer of the RAF in the early post-war period. It is a low-wing 
monoplane with a fixed tailwheel undercarriage. Front seating was in a side-by-side configuration 

with a rear seat provided. 

The Prentice was the first all-metal 
aircraft to be produced by the 
Percival Aircraft Company. The 
prototype Prentice TV163 first flew 
from Percival's factory at Luton 
Airport on 31 March 1946. Over 370 
were delivered to the RAF between 

1947 and 1949. 

An unusual design feature was the 
provision for three seats. While the 
instructor and pupil were equipped 
with dual controls in a side-by-side 
arrangement in the front, a second 
pupil sat in the rear seat without controls to receive "air experience". Night flying training was to be 
carried out in daylight by means of amber screens incorporated into the canopy and the use of 
special goggles. Once passed for service into the RAF in late 1947, it was initially with the regular 

Flying Training Schools but then moved to the Reserve Flying Schools. It was retired in late 1953. 

Proctor Way 

The Percival Proctor was a British radio trainer and communications aircraft of the World War II. 
The Proctor was a single-engined, low-wing monoplane with seating for three or four, depending on 

the model. 

The prototype aircraft, serial number P5998, first flew on 8 October 1939 from Luton Airport and the 
type was put into production for the RAF and Fleet Air Arm. Although the first 222 aircraft were built 

by Percival at Luton, most of the 
remaining aircraft were built by F. 
Hills & Sons of Trafford Park near 
Manchester, who built 812 Proctors 
between 1941 and 1945. Whilst the 
very early Proctors (Mks I to III.) 
followed very closely the last 
incarnation of the Vega Gull and 
consequently retained most of its 
performance, later versions 
became much heavier and less 
aerodynamic, with inevitable 
detrimental effects upon their 

performance. It was retired from service in 1955; some carried on flying in private hands until the 
1960's but owing to concerns about the degradation of glued joints in their wooden airframes, they 

were all grounded. 

A Percival P.40 Prentice T.1 of No. 16 Reserve Flying 
School based at Derby (Burnaston) Airport in service in 
May 1953 

RAF Percival Proctor I 
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While researching the name Proctor, I came across two 

pilots: 

Andrew Frederick Weatherby (Anthony) Beauchamp-
Proctor, VC, DSO, MC & Bar, DFC (4 September 1894 
– 21 June 1921) was a South African airman and a 
recipient of the Victoria Cross, the highest award for 
gallantry in the face of the enemy. He was South Africa's 
leading ace of World War I, being credited with 54 aerial 

victories.  

He served with the South African Army (1914–15), Royal 
Flying Corps (1917–18) and Royal Air Force (1918–21). 
Sadly Beauchamp-Proctor was killed on 21 June 1921 in 
a training accident flying a Sopwith Snipe, in preparation 

for an air show at RAF Hendon. 

 

 

John Ernest Proctor was born on 15th July 1913 and joined the RAF in September 1929 as an 
Aircraft Apprentice. He passed out in August 1932 but later applied for pilot training and was 

selected. 

Proctor went to France with 501 Squadron on 10th May 1940 but the squadron was withdrawn from 
France on 19th June and re-assembled at Croydon on the 21st. Proctor was commissioned from 
Sergeant in early July and joined 32 Squadron at Biggin Hill on the 8th. He was awarded the DFC, 
being then credited with at least eleven enemy 
aircraft destroyed, seven of them in the fighting in 

France. 

On 18th May 1942 Proctor took command of 33 
Squadron in the Western Desert and three days 
later he made a forced-landing after being hit by 
flak. He commanded 352 Squadron from its 
formation at Benina on 22nd April 1944 until 

September 1944. 

Proctor stayed in the RAF post-war. He was 
awarded a Bar to the DFC for services in the 
Korean War with 205 Squadron. He retired on 15th 
October 1957 as a Wing Commander and settled in 

South Africa where he died in 1991. 

Captain Beauchamp-Proctor in 1918 

 

Best wishes to all the staff, pupils and supporters  

as a new school year begins! 
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Well it has been a strange year weather-wise and the plants in the garden have been a bit confused 

by it all. Temperatures, wind, water and the sun all affect the health of plants. Abnormally cold or hot 

temperatures, excessive rain, drought, and lack of sun each put plants under stress and make them 

vulnerable to diseases, pests and physiological disorders. This growing season is turning out to be a 

record-breaker and as much as we love to enjoy the sunshine it comes at a price in our gardens and 

open spaces. For example, tomatoes suffer from blossom drop and do not set fruit. Fertilizing at this 

time will do no good and may actually harm the plants. Best to keep the plants watered and be 

patient. When the temperatures cool down the plants will resume fruit-set on their own. Salads can 

do badly too and do best with a bit of shade. Carrots and root crops need water at a crucial time 

when the root is forming. On the allotment things have been delayed a bit. Runner beans and 

courgettes took their time to flower but are well on the way now. 

The rain came at the right time for most, but it came down heavy, 

which caused a lot of problems to flowering plants like lilies as well as 

tall ones like sunflowers. Flowers provide pollen and nectar for bees, 

butterflies and other insects that perform the vital tasks of fertilisation 

and seed distribution. Fruit production would drop dramatically without 

them. 

The weather has a big impact on insect life. If the flowers get 

damaged by the rain or are not available because they have gone 

over so quickly due to the hot weather, then the insects don't get food 

and in turn the plant doesn't get fertilized and we don't have fruit. 

When buying plants for a wildlife garden, avoid too many highly-bred cultivars with big and blowsy or 

double flowers, as most of them contain little or no pollen or nectar. 

The story with the weather is that this year’s unpredictable weather may become the norm in the 
future and we should prepare ourselves and our gardens to cope with the changes in our seasons 

and the weather that comes with it. I think we need to start changing the way we do things now; and 

if you want to have a green space of your own then you will need to put things in place so your 

garden can cope better with droughts etc. Collecting rain water in the winter to use in the garden 

would be a start. 

I will cover planting ideas more in our Spring copy of The Breeze as 

we need a bit of space to cover the amount of information needed. 

Meanwhile try and collect those leaves for composting and mulching 

and remember to leave a few for the hibernating hedgehogs. Try to 

plan ahead by composting as much of your garden and kitchen 

waste as you can. This will improve your soil and retain valuable moisture for plants when it gets too 

hot in the summer months. Always mulch after a rain fall to lock in the moisture in the soil. 

I am not filling the rest of the space I have with gardening info this time as I have My wildlife story to 

tell and I hope its interesting to you all. 
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As a gardener and allotment holder I have come to realise that encouraging wildlife into the garden 

can be both beneficial for us and for the creatures that visit our gardens too. It goes without saying 

that without the pollinating creatures living alongside us we would have little in the way of food to 

eat, so it’s to our advantage to protect them. 

I always try my best to encourage as much biodiversity as possible in the gardens I work in. I try to 

work with nature to create spaces that can be enjoyed by people as well as leaving areas for the 

wildlife too. A few years ago I decided that my small garden space could be more inviting to wildlife. 

It needed little work to change some areas into more wildlife-friendly spaces. I started by planting 

things more densely so I didn't have to weed areas and this meant little disturbance for creatures 

living in the undergrowth. I also added piles of wood and leaves to encourage beetles and small 

creatures that would in turn bring in other creatures to feed off them. 

I had always wanted to help the hedgehog population by 

creating areas for them to bed down for the winter. My garden 

is in the middle of a terrace of houses and surrounded by a 

fence so I never thought I would get any visiting hedgehogs 

but If you don't invite them in then they won't come, so I made 

a small hole in my fence that leads to a passageway at the 

back of the houses. I wasn't sure if hedgehogs could get 

down there but I made the hole anyway and waited to see if 

anyone would come to visit.  

In some of the bigger gardens I work in locally I had noticed hedgehog droppings and tell-tale signs 

of some activity over the years so I knew they were about locally. I had even spotted the odd one 

when walking the dog and moved it off the road to safety into the long grass, but never saw any near 

my house. 

Then!!! One day while working in my garden I came across her by accident when I decided to 

remove some of the grasses out of a raised bed at the back of the garden. I had been meaning to do 

this job for a while and kept putting it off. Lucky for the hibernating mum I had not decided to do this 

last autumn or early this spring time or I might have unintentionally made her move on and out of my 

garden. 

When I moved one of the large grasses I heard a grunting sound coming from the undergrowth. I 

hoped it was a hedgehog but until I saw the spiky ball I wasn't sure. I moved some more leaves to 

see more clearly and there she was all curled up and trying to hide herself in the leaves. 

I put everything back as best I could and left her to settle down again. I didn't realise at the time that 

she had babies but still I didn't need this area cleared just now and having a hedgehog in my garden 

was much more exciting than having new plants so I was happy to leave her to it. I was so pleased a 

hedgehog had chosen my garden to set up home. She must have been coming and going out of the 

small hole I had made in the fence. 

That night I waited to see her leave and checked the nest. There were three babies all snuggled up 

together and very quiet. Mum had left before it was completely dark so I was worried she was 

hungry and had gone out early to find more food. Three baby hedgehogs must take a lot of looking 

after for a one-parent family and this was during the hot spell, so concerned about the babies I 

started to put out food and water. 
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The next day the babies were out on their own sniffing around. Mum was nowhere to be seen. I was 

concerned mum had been hurt or just not returned to take care of her babies. I called a wildlife 

centre for advice and they told me to bring the young hedgehogs in as they should not be out alone 

in the daytime when so young and the weather so hot. The 

wildlife centre were concerned that the young hedgehogs 

could be dehydrated and hungry. Reluctantly, I took them in 

to be checked over. It was not till I arrived at the centre I was 

told that I had to check them in and they would not be 

released till they were ready to go out on their own. I was not 

happy at all: what about mum? I thought. They were sure 

mum had left them or worst-case had been killed and the babies would not survive on their own, so I 

had to leave them and come home.  

Later that night mum returned looking for her babies. I was devastated. I had taken them from her 

and even though at the time I had good intentions I wish I had listened to my head and waited one 

more night. I called the wildlife centre and told them mum was back and looking for her young. I 

wanted to go and collect them but was told 'because they had been moved mum might reject them 

now.’ They also explained that it was unusual for baby hedgehogs to be out in the daytime and that 
mum may not be coping with feeding all three and they could have died. She could be leaving them 

in the daytime and for longer periods as she might struggling in the heat to find food and water.   

I started to put out extra food and water to help her and this made me feel a little better as I felt so 

guilty for taking her babies away. I put extra wire on the fence to stop the cat from next door coming 

in and eating the food I had been putting out. The food is hidden uncover to protect it from the rain. 

But the cat was a regular visitor so I took out extra protection. I check the food every day and it is 

being eaten so I know she is still visiting the garden. 

On Sunday I got a call to say the babies were ready for release and I could pick them up. I went over 

straight away. One male and one female were ready for me to pick up. They didn't want to release 

all three to me as it might cause problems with breeding pairs, so they released the female with a 

different male. They could not tell me about the two males I had brought in originally. I was sure I 

was told I could take all three home at the time I took them in. We have lots of space in Upper 

Rissington for them to spread about. I wasn't pleased with the way things had been handled but left 

a donation anyway at its a good cause and they are helping to keep an endangered species going. 

After all this is not about me, I had to remind myself. I put them in the boot of my car and left for 

home. They are back in the garden now. They have grown a lot since the last time I saw them. 

My husband and I have made up several nest boxes and hope to feed the hedgehogs up so they 

can be ready to hibernate this autumn. Mum seems to be around still and sharing food but who is to 

say whether she can tell the other female is her daughter. I would like to think so, but really they 

might not get on and one will have to leave. They are all free to go about their business and come 

and go as they please. Some of my neighbours have said they have seen hedgehogs from time to 

time so it sounds like we have a good population up here in Rissy.  

Well it has been an eventful time all round but things seem to have turned out OK, so far. I will keep 

you updated on future events and if they stay and hibernate over the winter. If anyone else has a 

story to tell about the wildlife in their garden or need any advice on composting etc then please get in 

touch and we can add it to our next addition of ‘The Breeze’. Happy gardening. 
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The Church in Upper Rissington: 
valuing everyone 

You may not have seen much of us over the summer but CUR:ve is still very 
much alive and  now has a new pattern of services. Through the autumn we will 
be holding a Celebration Service on the 2nd Sunday in each month at the 

Village Hall. Refreshments are served from 10.30am and the service starts at about 10.45am. There 

are always activities for the children and time to worship God together.  

Dates for the autumn are: 

October 13th—Harvest Celebration (look out for more 
   information later) 
November 10th—Remembrance Sunday 

December 8th—Advent 

Our ever-popular Carols by Candlelight will be on Sunday 

22nd December at 4pm at the Village Hall 

On the 4th Sunday of each month we generally organise something less formal, eg Sunday Café. 

Home groups are also meeting regularly, currently on Wednesday evenings every week (with 
optional shared meal) and Sunday mornings twice a month (beginning with breakfast and suitable 

for all the family). 

For more details of these activities and up-to-date information about what we are doing, please 

check our website www.curveweb.org, find us on Facebook, or email us at sendtocurve@gmail.com. 

A LETTER FROM BARNARDO’S 

We would like to thank all you lovely villagers who have supported us for the last few months, either 

through shopping with us or donating your pre-loved items for sale. 

An extra thank you also goes to our wonderful volunteers, without your help the store would not be 
able to operate. We always need more help, so if anyone feels like volunteering please come in for a 

chat.  Even a couple of hours once a month can make a difference. 

We are aware that some of you have been upset recently when we have not been able to accept 
donations, so we thought a little background info might be useful.  As well as your donations we are 
also obliged to take a delivery of about 100 boxes and bags from our distribution centre each week.  
On the day this arrives our store room can become full to the point of being dangerous.  This is why 
for short periods, (usually no longer than a day), we have to stop taking donations until we have 
sorted the stock safely. Once the fire escape and access to the toilet are clear we immediately take 
donations again. We are always grateful for all your donations and hate having to turn any away. 

After all, your unwanted items become our profit! 

Finally, the holiday season will soon be here and we want to remind you to visit us to see our special 
Christmas goods. We will have a wide range of cards, wrapping and decorations available. We will 
also have many BNWT gift ideas in store. So before paying for 
parking and battling with crowds, remember to come in and see us 

first. 

Thank You for your support, 
Barnardo’s staff and volunteers 

Save the Date! 

Carols by Candlelight 

Sunday 22nd December 2019 

4pm @ 

The Village Hall 
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We enjoyed a busy June and July – we had a visit from Alastair Currill 

with his popular photoshoot; we marked Independence Day with a 

fabulous Firecracker Cake baked by one of our committee members; 

we painted children’s faces at our stall at the Village Summer Fete; 
had musical entertainment provided by Sian from Monkey Music; and 

saw the end of year off with a Teddy Bears’ picnic with Songtime 
Sally.   

This year, to help cover the summer holidays, we put together some 

ideas in our newsletter for free and cheaper events locally. It was 

great to see the Parish Council invite back and fund World Jungle 

to entertain the younger members of our village. including a craft 

event specifically for pre-school children in the Village Hall. We 

held a session on 15th August to allow the NHS Clinic to attend 

and Monkey Music joined us too. 

We return weekly on 5th September and 

look forward to meeting new faces and 

welcoming back everyone after their 

holidays.  As usual, the NHS clinic will be 

with us on the first and third Thursday 

each month, with either Monkey Music or Songtime Sally every 

other week.   

 

We are delighted to welcome Lisa back from 

Cotswold First Aid on 12th September when she 

will be advising parents on how to handle choking 

and Baby CPR. An essential life saving lesson to 

learn. 

The Autumn term is often a time when we look for new ideas to bring to the group and new people 

to get involved, so any thoughts are always welcome.  If you know of a child-related business or 

activity that would be of interest to any of our parents, please get in touch.  

Little Hurricanes 

Baby & Toddler Group for the under 5’s and 

their parents/grandparents/carers 
 

Every Thursday during term time 9.30am to 11.30am  

@ Village Hall, Wellington Road, Upper Rissington GL54 2QW 

littlehurricanes@hotmail.com 

Like us on Facebook to keep up to date with arranged events or see our noticeboard 

at sessions.                             Donation of £2 per family suggested 

This Photo by Unknown 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_note






Resolve Acupuncture 
The natural way to 
improve wellbeing. 

 

Traditional Chinese 
Medicine and  

Five Element Acupuncture 

Sports Massage & Craniosacral 
Therapy also available 

Andrea Garratt BSc (Hon), Lic Ac, MBAcC 

01451810376/07702 928139 

Andreabailey699@btinternet.com 

www.resolve-acupuncture.co.uk 

Find me on Facebook at Resolve Acupuncture 
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Useful Contacts In Upper Rissington 

This is a list of people and organisations in Upper Rissington who provide goods or services in the 
village. Inclusion in this list is not a recommendation. If you would like your business included the 
cost will be £5 towards the printing costs of ’The Breeze’. Contact URNEWS@btinternet.com or call 

07592 533596 for more details. 

Other useful sources of information about the village include the facebook page and the 
independent website www.upperrissington.org. Please note that any opinions expressed on these 

sites are personal to the contributors and are not promoted  by ‘The Breeze’. 

Name Service Service Web/email Phone 

Police Non-Emergency Number  101 

Albion Water   Water Service Emergency 

Customer Services 

 0800 917 5819 

03300 242020 

Parish Council Clerk clerk@upperrissington-pc.gov.uk 01451 810839 

Little Hurricanes Baby and Toddler Group littlehurricanes@hotmail.com  

Social Committee Community Events URSC@btinternet.com 07592 533596 

Village Hall  bookings@urvh.org 01451 821820  

The Breeze Newsletter URNEWS@btinternet.com 07592 533596 

Rissington Singers Village Choir rissington.singers@btinternet.com  

CUR:ve Church in UR sendtocurve@gmail.com  

UR Sports Saturday football blackgary4@aol.com  

John Surch Great Rissington Cricket 

Club - Seniors 

surch@gotadsl.co.uk 01451 820567 

07808 307364 

Pete Garrett Great Rissington Cricket 

Club - Juniors 

Petegarratt117@gmail.com 07788 896496 

 

The next issue of ‘The Breeze’ is due to be published 
at the beginning of December 2019. Please contact 

us at URNEWS@btinternet.com or call 07592 533596 
if you would like to contribute articles or news items. 

The deadline for contributions is Friday 15th 

November. 

For advertising enquiries you can also email  

Keelin McLeman (keelinbracken@gmail.com) 

mailto:URNEWS@btinternet.com
mailto:URNEWS@btinternet.com

