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Upper Rissington’s Newsletter 

Well, the last year has certainly been rather different 

for the Breeze but it does look as if we are moving in 

the right direction now so let’s hope normality isn’t too 
far away. Certainly there are encouraging signs in this 

issue of activities starting up again – in person! – so 

have a look and see if there is something you might like 

to get involved in. 

I’m aware that, despite the pandemic, there have been 
quite a few people moving into the village over the last 

few months, so if that’s you, welcome to Upper 
Rissington. For those who are new to living in the 

countryside, we hope you are enjoying the experience, 

but we thought it might be a good idea to remind 

everyone of the Countryside Code, especially as it has 

recently been updated, so do have a look at the central 

pages (p12-13). 

As always, thank you to all our contributors this issue, 

including those advertisers who have stuck with us. 

Don’t forget, if you have any ideas or suggestions, 
would like to contribute and article, or are interested 

in advertising, do get in touch with us at 

URNEWS@btinternet.com, we’d love to hear from you. 

Enjoy the summer (sunshine? Let’s hope!) 

 Sue Handy (editor) 
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Social Committee Update 

The Social Committee 

Things are almost in full swing with the Social Committee. Apart from the less social aspects such 

as Zoom rather than gathering for our meetings and the need to consider social distancing, 

sanitising stations and contingencies, life is almost back to planning normal. We intend to run the 

Village Fete on the first Saturday of July, we intend to run the Fireworks display in November and 

we have tentatively booked the Panto Company that did such a great job for us at the very 

beginning of 2020. We will of course do all that we can to ensure safety so that our community can 

confidently plan to attend, so look out for the notices as they go up. This is the last edition of The 

Breeze before the Fete so more on that later in the article. 

Easter  
The Easter Egg Hunt had to be modified this year for clear and obvious reasons. The idea was that 

we ask the children to provide something creative with an Easter theme and as a reward they would 

get a visit from the Easter Bunny with the gift of an Easter Egg. It 

worked superbly well. The joy it brought lasted so long. From late 

February through to the week before Easter our email inbox was 

receiving delightful and uplifting submissions of a whole range of 

creations depicting Easter themes. Opening the email inbox every 

morning had us smiling, chuckling, oohing and aahing as we 

received nearly 150 artistic creations. Some of the pictures showed 

their creators either focused on the artwork at hand or shyly and 

proudly displaying their creations.  

We shared most of the submissions with the village on the Social 

Committee and Upper 

Rissington Facebook pages 

so most of you will have 

seen just how well the children of the village took to the task. 

The day of egg delivery was a bit chilly to say the least and 

we had to admire the fortitude of Alan and Sue Glew as they 

chauffeured the Pots Easter Bunny around the village in their 

amazing vintage Rolls Royce. The Pots are the creation of 

Jill Harrison with her able assistant David who also drove a 

support car filled with Easter Eggs on the delivery day.  

The children turned out in numbers as the delivery assistants 

delivered eggs to happy smiling faces throughout the village.  

Thank you to the children who took part, you brought smiles 

to so many faces. 
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Keep the Date, The Summer Fete - Saturday 3rd July 2021 

Well we think Summer this year will be on precisely Saturday 3rd July. This is the day for our Upper 

Rissington Village Fete so the weather wouldn’t dare be anything other than glorious. 

The fete this year has been designed to be mainly outdoors, using the network of paths to enable 

any distancing recommendations that might be in place at the time, and a 

plentiful supply of hand sanitiser generously donated by the Co-op. So 

we’re good to go with a fairly full range of attractions, food and drink, and 
stalls selling and promoting local products and services. 

Keep alert to developing themes for the day. One of these is the list of local 

lockdown celebrities. 

The Pots family have entertained us with a whole host of brilliantly creative 
displays and they’ll be at the fete in yet another guise (can’t wait to see 
what that is! Ed). 

 

Another adorable celebrity will be there: Bob the 

Bear, who entertained us daily with his antics leading 

to his elevation to celebrity status when local and 

national radio took an interest in him. He’s limbering 
up ready to meet the children on the day of the fete. 

If you want information on the fete, stall availability 

etc., please contact Kath through our email address 

ursc@btinternet.com. 

 

Future Events 

We’re hopeful that the fireworks display and the Christmas Panto will be going ahead so keep an 
eye on Facebook and upcoming editions of The Breeze for more details closer to the date.  

Committee News 

We’ve a great team of people on the Social Committee, drawn together by their desire to support 
the development of our community. We run regular events for the community and we always 
welcome new committee members or on-the-day support. If you’d like to help the committee in the 
organisation, management or support of events, please get in touch at ursc@btinternet.com 

Pioneers is a group who meet in the Community 
Room of the Village Hall on alternate 
Wednesdays, from 10.30-12.30pm for coffee, 
cake and chat.  Anyone is welcome to pop in.  It 

is a great way to make new friends!   

Our meeting dates are Wednesday 7th July, 21st July and every 2 weeks after 

that. 

For more information, email: urpioneers@gmail.com 

mailto:ursc@btinternet.com
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PARISH COUNCIL news 

I hope by the time The Breeze is printed the rain has 

stopped. It has been a pretty wet few weeks and I think we 

are all looking forward to the sun making its appearance. 

During the past weeks I think all the daffodils in the village 

have brought a permanent smile to our faces. What a 

brilliant result we can achieve when we work together. A 

huge thanks to all 221 residents who came out and planted 

these bulbs last November. We have now seen that it was 

such a worthwhile endeavour.  

On the 1st May the Parish Council (PC) took over the running of the Village Hall from the Village 

Hall Trust. It was a completely smooth and seamless transfer. Everyone on the PC wishes to thank 

all members of the Village Hall Trust and the management committee, both past and present, for all 

their hard work and the commitment shown over the past 3-4 years. They have worked tirelessly 

during this time running, maintaining and developing the Village Hall. They have all done such a 

fantastic job. The Village Hall is now reopened for new bookings. These can be made via the PC 

website.  

We have recently employed our new full-time, fully qualified Parish Clerk. She works in the Village 

Hall office 09.00-15.00, 5 days a week. If you need any help of assistance please contact Vanessa 

on clerk@upperrissington-pc.gov.uk or on 01451 810839. 

Vistry Homes are still on site finishing the last few footpaths 

around the development. The last of the play areas are 

also being finished. They have also recently begun the 

finishing works on the landscaping by tilling and seeding all 

the areas. We hope to soon reach the landmark of a 

completed site! It has been a very, very long time coming. 

The PC have been continually pushing for these works to 

be completed over the past 2 years and have been also 

continually trying to add as many ‘extra’ improvements as 
possible onto these works during this time. Let’s hope that 2021 will be the year that the site will be 
absolutely completed and handed over to the Parish Council to manage on behalf of the entire 

village.  

The skate park was finally opened in time for Easter. I know many, many young people would have 

preferred if it was opened 12-18 months ago but at least it is 

now open. It did take quite an effort to actually get it open 

for Easter. A lot of constant ‘encouragement’ was needed to 
get this over the line. However, that’s all history now. The 
important thing is that it is open and it has been receiving a 

huge amount of use over these past weeks. I think I can say 

that everyone who has used it over this time is delighted to 

have this brilliant facility in our village. I wish you all many, 

many years of happy enjoyment using this. 

mailto:clerk@upperrissington-pc.gov.uk
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The PC has plans to install a Youth Shelter in the village. We had progressed these plans a few 

years ago but felt that we needed to stall the initiative back then as most of the best locations for 

this were owned by Vistry Homes. We felt that it would be best to wait until the PC took ownership 

of the entire site before we finally decided where the very best location for this shelter would be. I 

think we were right! Since the skate park opened we have all seen continual demand for this facility 

from all the youth in the village. It would appear that this is the absolute best location for our future 

youth shelter. Of course, we still need to wait until the ownership of the land is transferred over to 

the PC before we can finalise this. However, we hope to be ready to act quickly to have this 

installed as soon as possible after the handover.  

The village has improved so much over the past 6 years but there is still lots more improvement to 

come. Just to give you a flavour of what the PC are currently working on and planning: 

1. We are taking ownership of Ansell’s Copse. We are going to develop this into an unbelievable 
facility for the village. We will create a nature reserve here in our village in association with the 

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust (GWT) featuring walkways, bridges and a great variety of fauna 

and flora.  

2. We are also taking ownership of the Key Wildlife Site field behind Smith Barry Crescent which 

we will manage and improve with the help of GWT and local volunteers. Again here we will 

ensure that this is a great asset for the village.  

3. We have 320 new trees arriving in the autumn which will need to be planted by local volunteers. 

I hope that all of our ‘Daffodil Team’ and others will come forward again to help out with this 
great initiative. Every small effort makes a huge difference to the village.  

4. We will be planting large amounts of wildflower meadow seeds in various places around the 

village which will be stunning in the years to come.  

5. A Youth Club is currently being set up in the village and it is hoped that this will be up and 

running by September. 

6. There is a litter picking initiative just getting started in the village which I hope will be very well 

supported and will help to make and keep our village a ‘Pristine Village’. 
There will also be lots more going on. The above is just the beginning … I would like to ask all 
residents in the village to seriously think about joining the Parish Council. If you have some time 

available and are dedicated to the improvement of our village, your home, then we would love to 

hear from you. We have a few places still available on the PC. The PC is pretty dynamic at the 

moment. As you can see from the above list of planned improvements there is so much to do. 

Please can you all think about this? The residents of Upper Rissington can see the continual 

improvements being made by the PC. These don’t just happen. Every project involves a lot of hard 
work, effort and lots of time to complete.  

WE NEED YOU!  

We just cannot do it on our own. For all that is currently being achieved here in our home village I 

would expect Upper Rissington PC to have a long waiting list of people eager to join and share in 

this progress. So please can you put your names forward to join the PC and let’s get all our projects 
moving forward as quickly as we can? I look forward to hearing back from you and I wish you all a 

very happy summer. We do deserve a fantastic one, let’s hope the weather doesn’t let us down. 
Best Regards to all residents, 

Declan Torris, Chairman, Upper Rissington Parish Council 
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A busy summer ahead 

We are “free” … well, nearly! With this being the case, Rotary in 
the Rissingtons (commonly known as RitR) is looking to the 

summer months and bringing three great events to the 

Rissingtons. 

We kick off with Tools for Self Reliance. We have partnered with a charity in Wales to collect used 

hand tools to be sent to a refurbishment centre in Mwanza, Tanzania. Here local folks will be trained 

to refurbish and use the tools, making them more self

-reliant and better able to support their families.  

We shall be collecting tools at the Upper Rissington 

(UR) Fete on 3 July and at the UR Village Hall at 

11am on 10 July. Please take a look in your garages 

and sheds and come along to one of the collection 

events. 

Think you are a detective? … come along to the Charity Car Treasure Hunt on 10 July starting from 

the Upper Rissington Village Hall at 1.30pm, after the collection of tools. Cryptic clues will take you 

round our local area, finishing at the Cotswold Café and Food Store for tea and prizegiving. There 

will be a raffle with all the proceeds from the event going to our chosen charity, Cotswold Riding for 

the Disabled.  

Saturday 11 September brings us to our Comedy Night to be held in the UR Village Hall. This show 

is being put on by Flock Comedy, an award winning company, bringing professional acts to the rural 

community. We will have a group of first class comedians to entertain us and make us laugh as 

summer turns to autumn. Look out for posters giving details of the event.   

As the pandemic recedes (hopefully), RitR will be returning to meeting on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of 

each month in the UR Village Hall. Come and join this quite unique group of folks or contact me at 

andrew@rissington.uk. 

Allotment update 

Recently I contacted the Parish Council (PC) to find out the latest news on the allotments. I was 

informed that the PC are in the process of putting a list together with all works still requiring 

attention at Upper Rissington. These works are to be completed before the PC can take on all of the 

Public Open Space, which includes the allotments. Once all work has been completed to a good 

standard and the PC are at the point of handover they will contact all interested people who would 

like to take on an allotment to notify them of the good news. I was also told that “this may take a few 
months as there are quite a few outstanding jobs to be completed on site. It is a better way of 

waiting as if we carry on then there will be less chance of getting 

everything completed to a satisfactory standard. We will add Public 

Open Space onto the Parish Council agenda when we have any 

updates to keep the public up-to-date with where we are.” 

Polly 

mailto:andrew@rissington.uk
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Yeah! finally, at the time of writing this, we are able to start planning our return to the Village Hall 

for our weekly Thursday morning sessions. A lot has happened since March 2020 in our village for 

everyone, aside from the pandemic; new babies have arrived, parents have been made, services 

have declined, children have grown up and the management of the Village Hall has been handed 

over from the Trustees to the Parish Council. 

In our last article in Autumn 2020 edition of The Breeze, we were concerned that new parents 

feeling isolated by the pandemic had no way of getting the support and contact with other new 

parents they need whilst we were unable 

to operate. We invited mums to get in 

touch with us and from the number of 

messages we received, were able to set 

up a social contact group via WhatsApp 

where mums have been able to get 

advice from each other and arrange 

some walking parties and small meet ups 

in the open air. We thank Lizzie for 

setting this up after welcoming a new 

daughter last year herself and she will be 

continuing to support the group on the 

committee as we find our feet again.  

We have lots of planning to do to get things up and running again if we want to see the return of 

any activities such as musical events, baby and toddler items, things of parental interest, and 

vitally, the Baby Hub NHS Clinic. However, we are re-opening from the following date so please 

pop into the Village Hall and let’s make Little Hurricanes great again! 

Re-opening: Thursday 10th June 2021 

9:30am to 11:30am  £2 donation per family 

A number of our committee members will need to step away from the group when we break for the 

summer holidays so we will need more support to continue. We look forward to meeting new faces 

with new arrivals and welcoming back those we have missed over the past 15 months for lots of 

chat over tea, coffee and biscuits. 

 
Claire B, Claire M, Donna, Jo, Kathryn, Lizzie, Molly, Paulina & Vicky 

Little Hurricanes Committee 

Little Hurricanes 

Baby & Toddler Group for the under 5’s and 

their parents/grandparents/carers 
 

Every Thursday during term time 9.30am to 11.30am  

@ Village Hall, Wellington Road, Upper Rissington GL54 2QW 

littlehurricanes@hotmail.com 
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Behind the Road Names in Upper Rissington – part 14 

Spitfire Place 

The Supermarine Spitfire was a British single-seat fighter aircraft that was used by the RAF and 

allies before, during, and after World War II. 

In 1931 the Air Ministry released 

specification F7/30, calling for a modern 

fighter capable of a flying speed of 

250mph. R. J. Mitchell at Supermarine 

Aviation Works came up with a design, 

Type 224, but their tender failed to win 

the contract. Mitchell and his design 

team continued with the design using 

their experience with the Schneider 

Trophy seaplanes. Their refined 

version, Type 300, using a Merlin Rolls-

Royce engine, won a contract with the 

Air Ministry, which was formalised on 

the 3rd January 1935, with a new 

specification, F10/35, written around the 

aircraft. 

On 5th March 1936, the prototype (K5054) took off from Eastleigh Aerodrome (Southampton 

Airport), with Captain Joseph "Mutt" Summers at the controls, chief test pilot for Vickers. This eight-

minute flight came four months after the maiden flight of the contemporary Hurricane. 

During the Battle of Britain, from July to October 1940, the public perceived the Spitfire to be the 

main RAF fighter, though the more numerous Hurricane shouldered a greater proportion of the 

burden against the Luftwaffe. 

After the Battle of Britain, the Spitfire 

superseded the Hurricane to become 

the backbone of RAF Fighter 

Command and saw action in the 

European, Mediterranean, Pacific 

and South-East Asian theatres. Much 

loved by its pilots, the Spitfire served 

in several roles, including: 

interceptor, photo-reconnaissance, 

fighter-bomber and trainer and it 

continued to serve in these roles until 

the 1950s. The Seafire was a carrier-

based adaptation of the Spitfire that 

served in the Fleet Air Arm from 

1942 through to the mid-1950s. 

This Spitfire TE356, pictured on a postcard, served as a 
'Gate Guardian' at RAF Little Rissington from 
December 1970 to April 1976 

Spitfire (PL344) Mk LF IXe built in 1944 at Vickers 
Armstrong, Birmingham. Delivered to Maintenance 
Unit, RAF Little Rissington 1st July 1944, before 
moving on to operational unit 19th July. Rescued in 

1985 as a hulk and rebuilt.  
Pictured here in December 2006  
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The Rissingtons Local History 
Society 

We have continued to hold monthly talks via Zoom which have been well attended. Child Labour in 

19C Oxfordshire in March was an eye opener to what went on in Victorian times. Place Names in 

Gloucestershire was fascinating in April – Dr Draper enlightened us to all sorts of new meanings for 

local names. May’s talk is about WW1 Memorials in Public Schools – a change of programme due 

to the present situation. 

Forthcoming events  

Wednesday 23rd June @ 11am 

We HOPE to have the guided walk round Chipping Campden  

which was cancelled last year due to Covid 

THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO MEMBERS ONLY. Details will be sent out to members nearer the time 

when we are sure that we can run the visit within Covid rules. 

Have a good summer and hope to see many of you in person in the autumn for our new 

programme. 

For enquiries, please contact Sue Brown on 01451 820233  

or Sue Lee on 01451 822692 or email information.RHLS@gmail.com 

Many variants of the Spitfire were built, using several wing configurations and it was produced in 

greater numbers than any other British aircraft. The final version of the Spitfire was the Mk 24, 

which first flew at South Marston on 13th April 1946. 

The last operational sortie of an RAF Spitfire was flown on 1st April 1954 by PS888, a PR Mk 19 

Spitfire of 81 Squadron. It was 

flying from RAF Seletar in 

Singapore to photograph an 

area of jungle in Johore, 

Malaysia, thought to contain 

Communist guerrillas. To mark 

the special occasion, ground 

crewmen had painted 'The 

Last' on the aircraft's nose. The 

last non-operational flight of a 

Spitfire in RAF service, which 

took place on 9th June 1957, 

was by a PR Mk 19, PS583, 

from RAF Woodvale. This was 

also the last known flight of a piston-engined fighter in the RAF. 

The Spitfire continues to be popular among enthusiasts; nearly 60 remain airworthy and many more 

are static exhibits in aviation museums throughout the world. 

Spitfire LF Mk IX, MH434 being flown in 2005 
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As I write this latest article it is pouring down with rain outside, but it is very much welcomed in the 

garden as up until recently it has been quite dry for the time of year. In the past, spring has usually 

been a bit more varied but I have noticed in recent years that the wet and windy April showers are 

moving more into the month of May. Being on top of a hill means we get the full force of the weather. 

This also means here on high ground we have to hang fire on planting out those vulnerable plants 

like bedding for hanging baskets or those veggie favourites like tomatoes and courgettes. 

I am sure Garden Organic didn't know this weather was on the way when they promoted No Mow 

May. We really cannot mow at the moment even if we wanted to! 

We often think of a lawn as an ornament in the garden, flat and structured. But the wise gardener 

knows that it has huge potential for wildlife and for biodiversity. One of 

the best things you can do in your grassy area is simply to do nothing! 

No Mow May is the best way to start changing the way you view 

gardening. Just to stop cutting the grass for a month or two or even the 

whole season can open up lots of insights into what nature can offer. 

By locking away the lawn mower for a few weeks, it’s not just the grass 
you will be letting grow. Lawns are made up of a tapestry of plants 

which nestle in amongst the grass – clover, plantain, daisies, to name 

just a few. And they need to flower and set seed to thrive, which in turn allows bees, butterflies and 

other insects to feed and shelter. 

To encourage and support this biodiversity, you could go to the extreme and not cut the grass at all. 

A lot of my customers would find that far too big a step, but mowing just once a month, instead of 

weekly, can be open to discussion and that's a start in my book. This allows the short-grass species 

(such as daisies, white clovers, and bird’s-foot trefoil) to grow. For the very best results, leave some 

patches completely throughout the summer. You may just discover hidden treasures blooming, such 

as the taller oxeye daisy, red clover, field scabious, and knapweed, nutrient-rich flowers that boost 

nectar production for hungry bees. It’ll become a wildflower patch and an insects’ haven (they will 
shelter in the long stems, long after summer has passed). You don't even have to feel the need to 

cut your grass all summer. Cutting a path to the shed or just across the lawn to the other side leaves 

a wildlife area to grow on either side. 

Please don’t worry if you need to cut the lawn to picnic on or kick a football. Just remember to try to 
leave some areas of grass to grow a bit rough, inviting small visitors into your 

garden and creating that diversity that we all need to bring back into our 

gardens. I can remember sitting in the long grass making daisy-chains with my 

daughter. I haven't seen a daisy-chain for a long time, but perhaps it’s because 
we don't have daisies growing freely in our lawns any more. So leave the grass 

to grow and see if those daisies come back. Try and find time to sit in your long 

grass with your children and make daisy-chains. And, of course, if you’re not 
mowing you’ll have more time to enjoy your garden, something the pandemic 
has shown us all is so rewarding and important to our well-being. 
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Another thing this pandemic has brought to light is the need to make life better for all of us, including 

the next generation. You only need to make small sacrifices to make things better for all of us. One 

thing in our thoughts now is the locked carbon deposits in our peat bogs. 

This is something I have been passionate about for many years now. In past newsletters I have 

expressed the need for us all to try and make our own compost not only for the need to put less 

landfill in the ground but also to put less stress on our increasing need for peat compost. Recently I 

started working in the Fosseway Garden Centre and noticed more people were buying peat-free 

compost. It’s great that places are now offering alternatives to peat. However its not enough and we 
all need to do our best to save our remaining peat bog areas. 

Peat bogs are rare ecosystems – wild areas that are home to a wealth of plants, birds and insects. 

They also store three times more carbon than a forest. Digging out peat for use in garden 

compost is environmental vandalism. The horticultural industry has ignored targets to use 

alternatives in potting composts. We want to send them a message that peat has no place in the 

garden. So please choose peat-free. 

For Peats Sake is a campaign launched this year by Garden Organic to make people aware of what 

is happening to our peat bogs and the environmental impact. Try and have a look at their website 

(www.forpeatssake.org.uk) and choose peat-free when next at the garden centre. We all have a 

responsibility for our environment. 

Buying peat-free bags 

• Be sure to get the right mix for the right stage in your plant’s life – seed-sowing, potting-on, 

cuttings etc. There are also mixes for ericaceous and other acid-loving plants. 

• Peat-free compost can be a little more expensive. It’s worth it. And it’s worth spending more 
within the peat-free range itself. Cheap peat-free will almost certainly disappoint. 

• Garden Organic recommends producers who only make peat-free mixes, such as Melcourt 

(Sylvagrow range), Dalefoot (Lakeland Gold) and Fertile Fibre 

• Read the label carefully. Beware of ‘reduced peat’ mixes - these 

can still hold up to 80% peat in the mix. Ignore claims of ‘not from 
an environmentally sensitive site’ – all peat bogs are sensitive 

habitats. And ‘organic’ doesn’t necessarily mean peat-free. 

Tips for using peat-free compost 

• New peat-free composts perform excellently. But you might notice 

they have a different texture, which requires a slight change in 

watering habits. 

• Because of their high coir and woodchip content, peat-free mixes have a tendency to dry out 

more easily. They also have a coarse texture, which can appear dry on the surface but still be 

damp further down, so check by putting your finger in the soil to see if it’s dry all the way 
through. 

• Watering little and often is best. 

• Don’t let them dry out otherwise they can be difficult to water again, as the water runs off the 
top. If this does happen, soak the whole pot in a bucket of water to let it draw up the moisture 

 Happy Gardening! 

   Polly 







14 

The Church in Upper Rissington: 
valuing everyone 

During the pandemic, CUR:ve has continued to meet outdoors as 
restrictions have allowed, and this has led us to explore some new 
ways to worship God together. One such idea is ‘Forest Church’, which 
encourages us to engage with God through his creation, and which 
we’re planning to hold once or twice a month going forwards. We’re 
delighted that Revs Rowena King and Nina Summerfield (who are both 
from the Benefice of Bourton-on-the-Water with Clapton and the 

Rissingtons) are also going to be involved and hope that many of you will be able to join us too. 

(See the separate notice for details of times and dates.) 

If you would like more details about anything relating to CUR:ve, do get in touch by emailing 

sendtocurve@gmail.com or check out our website at curveweb.org 

THOUSANDS OF 
CARERS IN NEED OF 

SUPPORT 

Do you look after your husband or wife, your parents, a sibling or a friend? If you 
do, you are a Carer. Thousands of Carers in the North Cotswolds are unsupported 
and Covid 19 has increased the number of Carer households. 

Many people do not identify themselves as Carers and therefore do not come 
forward for help, but free local support services are available. You can: 

Take a regular break from caring: Attend a peer support group: Receive telephone 
peer support: Enjoy organised social events: Get help with transport (including 
wheelchair transport): Join activities with the person you care for: Get support for the 
person you care for to join activities 
while you take a break: Get help 
with housing or benefits: Join the 
Carers Emergency Scheme.  

To find out more please: 

Tel: 01608 697009 or email 
carers@cotswoldfriends.org 

Support your Community and 
volunteer to help Carers - Tel: 
01608 697007 or email 
volunteers@cotswoldfriends.org 
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A LETTER FROM BARNARDO’S 

Barnardo’s are back with a bang! We were so excited 
to reopen last month. It’s been great to welcome 
back all our regular customers and see some new 

faces too. Thank you so much to everyone who has 

called ahead of making donations, this has really 

helped us keep the stock room safe for our staff and volunteers. Although we try to take donations 

most days it always pays to give us a call on the morning you plan to come in, as the situation is 

fluid and we hate to disappoint people who arrive in store once we are 

full for the day.  

For those of you who have not popped in recently, did you know we 

not only sell a wide range of pre loved clothing, bric a brac and toys 

but also brand-new goods including greeting cards, gift wrap, socks, 

jewellery and a great range of gifts ideas? We have recently 

expanded our children’s area to include second-hand school uniform 

as well. You can find Rissington School embroidered uniform such as 

cardigans, jumpers and PE kit along with winter and summer dresses, 

trousers and pinafores. All uniform is just 

£1 an item.  

We would not be able to do what we do without our fantastic team of 

volunteers. We always have space for more so whether you are a young 

person looking for volunteer experience for your Duke of Edinburgh 

award or perhaps new to the village and wanting to meet more people, 

please do come in to the store and say hello. Full training is given and 

it’s a great place to spend a couple of hours a week.  

We look forward to welcoming you in store soon! 

Nicola, Heather and the team 

Engage with God in His 
Creation 

 

All welcome to join us to explore nature & 
discover God in the outdoors  

in Upper Rissington. 
Plant seeds, collect leaves, clear up rubbish,  

watch clouds and pick fruit in our village.  

Where?  Meet outside the Rissington School 

When?  Various Sundays at 3pm for about 1 hour 

Clothes?  Please come dressed for all weathers 

Who?  Curve (the Church in Upper Rissington) 

Contact  sendtocurve@gmail.com 

 or 07787132920  

Summer programme: 
 

SEEDS on Sun 6th June 

LEAVES on Sun 4th July 

RUBBISH on Sun 1st Aug 

CLOUDS on Sun 15th Aug 

FRUIT on Sun 5th Sept 

 

mailto:sendtocurve@gmail.com
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Well a lot has happened at Lingotot 

West Oxford in the last few months!!   

Our Easter holiday club saw a jam-

packed week following themes that 

had the children dressing as 

superheroes, learning about myths 

and even ending the week with a 

LingoPotter themed party!  Each day 

included forest school sessions where we made our best witch’s brews and bat caves and my 
personal highlight of the day – our team challenges.  While hard to pick a favourite, highlights were 

making a castle scene just from kitchen foil and pipe cleaners – the children showed enormous 

creativity and teamwork – to a muggle adapted version of 

Quidditch!  And for sheer giggles wrapping their team leaders up 

as mummies on superhero day was a real treat.   And all while 

learning Italian along the way through songs, games, stories and 

lots of active learning.   

This summer sees us returning for bigger and better clubs hosted 

at the Rissington School for our European festival of languages. 

Each week we will bring a different language to Upper Rissington 

in a celebration of language and culture from across the Channel 

– we can’t get to Europe right now so I’ll do my best to bring a 
flavour of it here!  I have lots of ideas whizzing around from pasta making to tapas and I’m even 
working on a gelato making morning! The question is can I import a beach?!   

Follow me on social media for updates @lingototwestoxford or drop me an email to make sure you 

don’t miss out on what’s happening right here in your community, westoxford@lingotot.com. 

From the 29th May to 6th June the nation celebrates the fun that gardens hold. 

Through nature, children become curious, imaginative, and creative, and with 

temperatures warming up, it’s the perfect time to get outside. National Garden 
Wildlife Week takes place from 29th May to 6th June and there are lots of fun 

gardening activities taking place. So, enjoy your garden, build memories and 

most of all spend time together. 

mailto:westoxford@lingotot.com
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Resolve Acupuncture 
The natural way to 
improve wellbeing. 

 

Traditional Chinese 
Medicine and  

Five Element Acupuncture 

Sports Massage & Craniosacral 
Therapy also available 

Andrea Garratt BSc (Hon), Lic Ac, MBAcC 

01451810376/07702 928139 

Andreabailey699@btinternet.com 

www.resolve-acupuncture.co.uk 

Find me on Facebook at Resolve Acupuncture 
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The next issue of ‘The Breeze’ is due to be published in 
September 2021 Please contact us at 

URNEWS@btinternet.com or call 07592 533596 if you 

would like to contribute articles or news items.  

The deadline for contributions is Friday 20th August 

2021. 

For advertising enquiries you can also email Keelin 
McLeman  

(keelinbracken@gmail.com) (Cranwell Road,  courtesy David Harrison) 

Name Service Web/email Phone 

Police Non-Emergency Number  101 

Albion Water   Water Service Emergency 

Customer Services 

 0800 917 5819 

03300 242020 

Parish Council Clerk clerk@upperrissington-pc.gov.uk 01451 810839 

Little Hurricanes Baby and Toddler Group littlehurricanes@hotmail.com  

Social Committee Community Events URSC@btinternet.com 07592 533596 

Village Hall  Parish Clerk (as above) or PC website 

www.upperrissington-pc.gov.uk/village-hall/ 

The Breeze Newsletter URNEWS@btinternet.com 07592 533596 

Rissington Singers Village Choir rissingtonsingers@gmail.com  

CUR:ve Church in UR sendtocurve@gmail.com  

UR Sports Saturday football blackgary4@aol.com  

John Surch Great Rissington Cricket 

Club - Seniors 

surch@gotadsl.co.uk 01451 820567 

07808 307364 

Pete Garrett Great Rissington Cricket 

Club - Juniors 

Petegarratt117@gmail.com 07788 896496 

Useful Contacts In Upper Rissington 

This is a list of people and organisations in Upper Rissington who provide goods or services in the 
village. Inclusion in this list is not a recommendation. If you would like your business included the 
cost will be £5 towards the printing costs of ’The Breeze’. Contact URNEWS@btinternet.com or call 

07592 533596 for more details. 

Other useful sources of information about the village include the facebook page and the 
independent website www.upperissington.org. Please note that any opinions expressed on these 

sites are personal to the contributors and are not promoted  by ‘The Breeze’. 

mailto:URNEWS@btinternet.com
mailto:URNEWS@btinternet.com

